Prayer Time for God to Direct and Bless Our Nation – Jun 30, 2024
This is to ask God to direct, protect and bless the US of A; to pray that we will follow the truth and reality of God.



TRUTH vs. LIES/DECEIT in the US of A – justice (part 2)
Although the topic of ‘truth’ is a major theme throughout the Bible, in John 8:31-47 Jesus engages some Jews in a lengthy discussion which reveals the respective sources of truth and lies, their importance, and their impact on people. This is as applicable and important today as it was in Bible times. Part 1 of this series included definitions of ‘truth’ and ‘lie’. Now some thoughts concerning truth vs. lies while considering justice – 
Let’s look at a dictionary definition of ‘justice’. 1: the maintenance or administration of what is just, especially by the impartial adjustment of conflicting claims or the assignment of merited rewards or punishments; the establishment or determination of rights according to the rules of law or equity; 2: the quality of being just, impartial, or fair; righteous; 3: conformity to truth, fact, or reason; correct. Per Merriam-Webster on-line dictionary. This basically describes ‘justice’ as historically understood in the USA.
With this definition in mind, let’s consider what is required for true justice to be present, looking at systems and concepts.
A system of ‘justice’ requires three essential elements:

	Required Essential Element
	How it is Present in the US of A
	Results if Ineffective/Absent

	Statements of the chosen foundational concepts and standards
	Constitutions/charters, laws and regulations/rules (i.e. the legislative function at the federal, state, county, city, school, etc.)
	Ineffective: confusion, unpredictability, instability, uneven outcomes/injustice, disillusionment, loss of credibility, bitterness, etc. 

Absent: will lead to chaos, rebellion and anarchy if not remedied by a leader (dictator or democratically selected)

	A system of administration
	Functions to administer the constitutions, laws and regulations/rules (i.e. the president, governor, mayor, superintendent, etc., and the related departments, especially the office of attorney general & equivalents)
	

	An enforcement mechanism
	Law enforcement, judiciary and punishment/discipline (i.e. sheriff, constable, police, judges, officials, jails/prisons, detention, expulsion, fines, restitution, etc.)
	


It becomes evident that if any one of these systemic elements is absent or even ineffective, there is no opportunity for the chosen concepts and standards of justice to be practiced consistently and predictably. Also note that each element and all sub-elements, functions at less than perfection in actual human operation – higher or lower within a range of effectiveness; higher effectiveness by the system produces outcomes that come closer to actually implementing the chosen concepts and standards. 
Concepts/standards: An effective ‘system of justice’ can consistently produce either justice or injustice, depending upon whether the foundational concepts and standards are based on truth (‘just’) or lies (‘unjust’). Indeed, this is apparent in the history and current events of governments, all other societal structures, and our own lives. Choosing truly ‘just’ foundational concepts and standards is essential to achieving real justice. Our source for these ‘just’ concepts/standards must be God since perfect justice is a part of His character; all other concepts/standards come from Satan, the father of lies, and therefore it follows that Satan is the source for all ‘unjust’ concepts and standards.
Praise God for His truth nature; ask for God’s wisdom as we try to accurately discern between truth and lies, and what is ‘just’ and ‘unjust’, and that God will guide us in this quest
Jn 8:31-47; Is 30:18; Deut. 16:18-20 (Truth as part of God’s nature vs. lying as a defining part of Satan’s nature; regarding justice – God is the source of the true concept and standards of justice; all other concepts of justice are lies, whether in whole or in part, and cannot be a long-term foundation for civilization) Prayer time to:
 - praise God for sending His son, Jesus Christ, to give us eternal salvation (freedom from sin) and true justice
 - ask for understanding of God’s true nature, as being loving, faithful and our source of truth and justice
 - seek truth in God’s Word, the only foundation that can sustain justice and expose Satan’s lies and injustice
 - ask God to help us understand the just nature of God, and reflect true justice in our governments, society & lives

 - implore God to keep Christians united on His true and unchanging concepts and standards of justice
 - petition God for wisdom, understanding and discernment as we read truth in His Word and apply it to life
 - ask God to show us how to honor His truth and justice in our thoughts, attitudes and behaviors

 - seek clarity in where we need to repent and change to align with truth and reject lies regarding justice
 - ask that all citizens will have good discernment to distinguish between lies and truth
 - thank God for making clear what is good and just (truth) and what is evil and unjust (lies and deception) 
 - pray earnestly for another great awakening across our nation, stirred by the Holy Spirit, calling millions of us to repentance and righteousness, that we will accurately discern truth from lies

All the prayer guides are posted at www.prayforusa.org along with related materials.
Take a look, post a comment, and tell others who might want to pray for our country!       

