Prayer Time for God to Direct and Bless Our Nation – July 9, 2023
This is to ask God to direct, protect and bless the US of A; to pray that we will follow the truth and reality of God.

TRUTH vs. LIES/DECEIT in the US of A (part 9) – love
The topic of ‘truth’ is a major theme throughout the Bible; in John 8:31-47 Jesus engages some Jews in a lengthy discussion which reveals the respective sources of truth and lies, their importance, and their impact on people. This is as applicable and important today as it was in Bible times. Part 1 of this series included definitions of ‘truth’ and ‘lie’. Now some thoughts concerning truth vs. lies / deceit while considering love – 
The last part of 1 Cor 13:6 says that love rejoices in the truth. Moses described God as “a God of truth” Deut 32:4 NKJV. If we think we can seek Him and love Him without seeking and loving truth, we are tragically mistaken. We can’t have God’s blessings and protection except on the basis of the truth about Him. Some refuse the truth about God willfully, of course. Jesus said, “This is the condemnation, that the light has come into the world, and men loved darkness rather than light” Jn 3:19. But fortunately, there are some who courageously “rejoice in the truth” – even when it requires painful adjustments in themselves, or in our culture. When we are considering something that has been presented as being true about God, we sometimes act as if our preferences were the supreme tribunal before which all ideas must be brought for judgment. It is not uncommon nowadays to hear people say, “I could never believe in a God who ________,” as if God could not possibly be anything other than what is congenial to our thinking. The truth is still true, whether I approve of it or not. Facts are hard things. They rarely shape themselves to fit our feelings, or our desires about God’s character, or our preferences about love, selfishness, and hate. Satan ensures that false notions about God can be powerful, in our personal lives, in our society, and in the affairs of governments. When the vigor of our nation is powered by truth about God, we can soar high enough to begin tasting the freedom Jesus spoke of: “You shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free” Jn 8:32.
   Adapted from “Diligently Seeking God” by Gary Henry, page for June 26.
There is only one truth but many lies; the Bible is truth from God and all anti-Biblical truth claims are lies from Satan. May our nation learn to love the truth, to love one another, and to love God!
Praise God for His truth nature; ask for God’s wisdom as we try to discern between truth and lies; pray that we’ll consistently embrace God’s loving truth and reject Satan’s hateful lies
Jn 8:31-47; 1 Cor 13:4-6 (Truth as part of God’s nature vs. lying as a defining part of Satan’s nature; love rejoices in the truth; ) Prayer time to:
 - praise God for showing us what love is, bringing eternal salvation and freedom from sin
 - ask for understanding of God’s true nature, as being loving, faithful and our source of truth
 - seek truth in God’s Word, the Bible, the only source of true love in our lives
 - ask God to help us understand true love and how to make it the foundation of our life
 - ask God to show us how to be truly loving in our beliefs, thoughts, attitudes and behaviors

 - seek clarity in where we need to repent and change to align with truth and reject lies
 - pray that our nation will love Jesus, the light of the world, and not love the darkness of lies
 - ask that all citizens will have good discernment to distinguish between lies and truth
 - thank God for making clear what is good (truth) and what is evil (lies and deception) 
 - ask God to unify our nation based on God’s truth, with the objective of blessing all people
 - pray that many citizens will see God’s love as they reflect on the truths they encounter

 - confess that we have embraced evil & hatred in many ways, and must change to true love

 - pray that our leaders will make good decisions based on the truth about God and love
 - pray earnestly for another great awakening in our nation, stirred by the Holy Spirit, calling millions of us to repentance and righteousness, that we will accurately discern truth from lies
All the prayer guides are posted at www.prayforusa.org along with related materials.
Take a look, post a comment, and tell others who might want to pray for our country!       

