Prayer Time for God to Direct and Bless Our Nation – May 7, 2023
This is to ask God to direct, protect and bless the US of A; to pray that we will follow the truth and reality of God.

TRUTH vs. LIES/DECEIT in the US of A (part 8b) – memorials
The topic of ‘truth’ is a major theme throughout the Bible; in John 8:31-47 Jesus engages some Jews in a lengthy discussion which reveals the respective sources of truth and lies, their importance, and their impact on people. This is as applicable and important today as it was in Bible times. Part 1 of this series included definitions of ‘truth’ and ‘lie’. Now some thoughts concerning truth vs. lies/ deceit while considering memorials – 
What is a ‘memorial’, and what purpose does it serve? Here is a dictionary definition: noun – something designed to preserve the memory of a person, event, etc., as a monument or a holiday; adjective – preserving the memory of a person or thing; commemorative; of or relating to the memory Source: Dictionary.com
God is omniscient, meaning He knows everything, and He is eternal, meaning He has no beginning or end and exists outside of time. Therefore, God can remember everything – He doesn’t need memorials to preserve any memory. (By God’s grace, He will forget the sins of Christians Heb 10:12-17.) But people aren’t omniscient and live inside of time, so we do need memorials to ‘preserve the memory’ of what has happened before. 
Let’s look at one of the memorials God has given us, and the reason for the memorial.
Memorial – the Ark of the Covenant was one of the most holy items to the Hebrews. It was the first piece of furniture God commissioned for the tabernacle, where God would meet with Moses Ex 25:10-22 and was placed behind a veil in the completed tabernacle. It had a role in crossing the Jordan Josh 3:14-17, in the fall of Jericho Josh 6:1-21, in battles with other nations 1 Sam 4:1-11, and later it was put in the new temple built by King Solomon 1 Ki 8:1-7. 
Reason for the memorial – With its mercy seat (or atonement cover) as a lid, it represented where God would be in the midst of the Hebrew nation, so they would remember Him. It was covered on all sides with gold and contained a golden urn holding manna, Aaron’s rod that budded, and the tablets of the covenant Heb 9:4, which were all memorials related to many great miracles God did in bringing the Hebrews out of slavery in Egypt and into freedom in the promised land of Canaan, as well as God’s laws as written on the stone tablets. Specifically, the manna was to be a memorial for future generations Ex 16:32. Yes, there are many lies about these factual and true Biblical events, as Satan strives mightily to deceive everyone he can, but God’s historical truth has withstood all these deceitful and lying attacks and will continue to do so as an everlasting memorial to a loving God. There is only one truth but many lies; the Bible is truth and all anti-Biblical truth claims are lies. May our nation heed these memorials!
Praise God for His truth nature; ask for God’s wisdom as we try to accurately discern between truth and lies; pray that we will consistently embrace God’s truth and reject Satan’s lies
Jn 8:31-47; Rev 22:18-19 (Truth as part of God’s nature vs. lying as a defining part of Satan’s nature; regarding the Bible – it’s God’s wonderful memorial to guide every generation in truth: God will deal decisively with those who would lie by adding to it or taking away) Prayer time to:
 - praise God for giving us the Bible, a memorial to love, eternal salvation and freedom from sin
 - ask for understanding of God’s true nature, as being loving, faithful and our source of truth
 - seek truth in God’s Word, the Bible, the only source of truth for our lives
 - ask God to help us understand Bible truths and how to make them the foundation of our life
 - ask God to show us how to honor His truth in our beliefs, thoughts, attitudes and behaviors

 - seek clarity in where we need to repent and change to align with truth and reject lies
 - ask that all citizens will have good discernment to distinguish between lies and truth
 - thank God for making clear what is good (truth) and what is evil (lies and deception) 
 - ask God to unify our nation based on God’s truth, with the objective of blessing all people
 - pray earnestly for another great awakening in our nation, stirred by the Holy Spirit, calling millions of us to repentance and righteousness, that we will accurately discern truth from lies
All the prayer guides are posted at www.prayforusa.org along with related materials.
Take a look, post a comment, and tell others who might want to pray for our country!       

