Prayer Time for God to Direct and Bless Our Nation – Apr 16, 2023
This is to ask God to direct, protect and bless the US of A; to pray that we will follow the truth and reality of God.



TRUTH vs. LIES/DECEIT in the US of A (part 7d) – justice
Although the topic of ‘truth’ is a major theme throughout the Bible, in John 8:31-47 Jesus engages some Jews in a lengthy discussion which reveals the respective sources of truth and lies, their importance, and their impact on people. This is as applicable and important today as it was in Bible times. Part 1 of this series included definitions of ‘truth’ and ‘lie’. Now some thoughts concerning truth vs. lies while considering justice – 
Let’s look at a dictionary definition of ‘justice’. 1: the maintenance or administration of what is just, especially by the impartial adjustment of conflicting claims or the assignment of merited rewards or punishments; the establishment or determination of rights according to the rules of law or equity; 2: the quality of being just, impartial, or fair; righteous; 3: conformity to truth, fact, or reason; correct. Per Merriam-Webster on-line dictionary. This basically describes ‘justice’ as historically understood in the USA.
With this definition in mind, let’s consider what is required for true justice to be present, looking at enforcement.
A system of ‘justice’ requires three essential elements:

	Required Essential Element
	How it is Present in the US of A
	Results if Ineffective/Absent

	Statements of the chosen foundational concepts and standards (see 3.26.23 guide)
	Constitutions/charters, laws and regulations/rules (i.e. the legislative function at the federal, state, county, city, school, etc.)
	Ineffective: confusion, unpredictability, instability, uneven outcomes/injustice, disillusionment, loss of credibility, bitterness, etc. 

Absent: will lead to chaos, rebellion and anarchy if not remedied by a leader (dictator or democratically selected)

	A system of administration (see 4.2.23 prayer guide)
	Functions to administer the constitutions, laws and regulations/rules (i.e. the president, governor, mayor, superintendent, etc., and the related departments, especially the office of attorney general & equivalents)
	

	An enforcement mechanism
	Law enforcement, judiciary and punishment/discipline (i.e. sheriff, constable, police, judges, officials, jails/prisons, detention, expulsion, fines, restitution, etc.)
	


Enforcement: When law enforcement is mentioned, we often think of police, sheriff, state patrol, game warden, border patrol, FBI, etc. because they can arrest people. But what happens after the arrest is made? The administrative official responsible to uphold the laws via prosecution has decisions to make. If criminal charges are filed, then the judiciary sets bail and proceeds to examine evidence and hear arguments, with the ideal outcome resulting in justice (perhaps as pleading guilty, a plea bargain, or a trial to determine innocence and exoneration or guilt and sentencing). Sentences can involve jails/prisons, probation officers, fines, restitution, education, community service, etc. These are all key enforcement elements. Judges and juries are imperfect at best, and like the prosecuting authority, they are ripe for perversions of justice (e.g. favoritism, bias, bribes, deference to power or position/title, intimidation, threats, etc.). Thus, the closer all aspects of the justice system are aligned with true justice based on God’s truth, there will be more justice and less injustice. To that end, the USA adopted a concept that the judges cannot accept bribes and that laws should be applied equally to all citizens (as much as humanly possible), a key part of “The Rule of Law”. The more any part of a justice system departs from God’s revealed truth, instead embracing Satan’s lies, the Rule of Law is corrupted or perverted, and more injustices will be produced by that ‘justice’ system.
Praise God for His truth nature; ask for God’s wisdom as we try to accurately discern between truth and lies, and what is ‘just’ and ‘unjust’, and that God will guide us in this quest
Jn 8:31-47; Is 30:18; Deut. 16:18-20 (Truth as part of God’s nature vs. lying as a defining part of Satan’s nature; regarding justice – God is the source of the true concept and standards of justice; all other concepts of justice are Satan’s lies, whether in whole or in part, and cannot be a long-term foundation for civilization) Prayer time to:
 - praise God for sending His son, Jesus Christ, to give us eternal salvation and freedom from sin
 - ask for deep understanding of God’s true nature, as being loving, faithful and our source of truth and justice
 - seek truth in God’s Word, the only foundation that can sustain justice and expose Satan’s lies and injustice
 - ask God to help us accept the just nature of God, and reflect true justice in our government, society & lives

 - implore God to keep Christians united on His true and unchanging concepts and standards of justice
 - petition God for wisdom, understanding and discernment as we read truth in His Word and administer it in real life
 - thank God for making clear what is good (truth) and what is evil (lies and deception) and punishing perversions of justice
 - ask God to show us how to honor His truth and justice in our thoughts, attitudes and behaviors

 - seek clarity in where we need to repent and change to align with truth and reject lies regarding justice
 - ask that all citizens will have good discernment to distinguish between lies and truth, desiring justice & rejecting injustice
 - pray earnestly for another great awakening across our nation, stirred by the Holy Spirit, calling millions of us to repentance and righteousness, accepting Jesus as our redeemer, that we will accurately discern truth from lies
All the prayer guides are posted at www.prayforusa.org along with related materials.
Take a look, post a comment, and tell others who might want to pray for our country!       

