Prayer Time for God to Direct and Bless Our Nation – Feb 12, 2023
This is to ask God to direct, protect and bless the US of A; to pray that we will follow the truth and reality of God.

TRUTH vs. LIES/DECEIT in the US of A (part 6a) – unity
Although the topic of ‘truth’ is a major theme throughout the Bible, in John 8:31-47 Jesus engages some Jews in a lengthy discussion which reveals the respective sources of truth and lies, their importance, and their impact on people. This is as applicable and important today as it was in Bible times. Part 1 of this series included definitions of ‘truth’ and ‘lie’. Now some thoughts concerning truth vs. lies while considering unity – 
‘Unity’ is when ‘people are in agreement and act together for a particular purpose’. ‘It's the opposite of being divided.’ Sources: Collinsdictionary.com; vocabulary.com. In general, unity is seen as being desirable and good. Since unity applies to both Christianity and to our nation, we will consider unity from the Christian perspective and then from our national or political perspective.

Unity is a part of God’s nature as expressed in John 14-17 and explicitly in Jn 17:11, 21 regarding God the Father, the Holy Spirit, and Jesus the Son. Jesus prays for the unity of those who believe in Him (Jn 17:20-23).
As we consider the definition of ‘unity’, it becomes apparent that there has to be a basis for, and an object of, our unifying ‘agreement’. As applied to Christianity, the basis for the unity of believers in Jesus Christ is the written Word of God, commonly referred to as the Bible. As to the object of our agreement, it is our faith in Jesus as our lord and savior and is expressed in obedience to God as a natural response to His great love in giving Jesus, His Son, so that we can have forgiveness of our sins and therefore enter into eternal life with God. 
Let’s consider what destroys unity. The cause for divisions among these believers comes from disagreements about what the written Word of God means, or worse, from the rejection of some parts of the Word of God by some ‘believers’. How can one be considered to be a ‘believer’ when they reject part of what they are claiming to believe? Aren’t they thereby elevating themselves to be a higher authority than God by claiming to have an improved version of God’s truth? Doesn’t their attempted revision reveal that they consider themselves to be God, and render God to be just another god, which is really no god at all? There is only one truth but many lies; truth unifies and lies divide.
Praise God for His truth nature; ask for God’s wisdom as we try to accurately discern between truth and lies; pray that we will consistently embrace God’s truth and reject Satan’s lies
Jn 8:31-47; Jn 17:20-23 (Truth as part of God’s nature vs. lying as a defining part of Satan’s nature; regarding unity – God’s truth is the only hope for unity, as everything else is a lie, whether in whole or in part, and cannot be a long-term foundation for unity) Prayer time to:
 - praise God for sending His son, Jesus Christ, to give us eternal salvation and freedom from sin
 - ask for understanding of God’s true nature, as being loving, faithful and our source of truth
 - seek truth in God’s Word, the only foundation that can sustain unity in the long run

 - ask God to help us understand the unity of God and Jesus, and reflect it in our lives
 - implore God to keep Christians united, even as Jesus prayed for the unity of believers

 - petition God for wisdom, understanding and discernment as we read truth in His Word

 - ask God to show us how to honor His truth in our thoughts, attitudes and behaviors

 - seek clarity in where we need to repent and change to align with truth and reject lies
 - ask that all citizens will have good discernment to distinguish between lies and truth
 - thank God for making clear what is good (truth) and what is evil (lies and deception) 
 - ask God to unify our nation based on God’s truth, with the objective of blessing all people
 - pray earnestly for a third great awakening across our nation, stirred by the Holy Spirit, calling millions of us to repentance and righteousness, that we will accurately discern truth from lies
All the prayer guides are posted at www.prayforusa.org along with related materials.
Take a look, post a comment, and tell others who might want to pray for our country!       

