Prayer Time for God to Direct and Bless Our Nation – Oct 9, 2022
This is to ask God to direct, protect and bless the US of A; to pray that we will follow the truth and reality of God.

TRUTH vs. LIES/DECEIT in the US of A (part 1) –
Although the topic of ‘truth’ is a major theme throughout the Bible, in John 8:31-47 Jesus engages some Jews in a lengthy discussion which reveals the respective sources of truth and lies, their importance, and their impact on people. This is as applicable and important today as it was in Bible times.
1) Let’s define ‘truth’ and ‘lie’:
- Truth – ‘The truth about something is all the facts about it, rather than things that are imagined…’ (Collins English Dictionary). ‘The body of real things, events, and facts: actuality. The state of being the case: fact. Often capitalized: a transcendent fundamental or spiritual reality.’ (Merriam-Webster)
- Lie – ‘A false statement or action, especially one made with intent to deceive. Anything that gives or is meant to give a false impression (Collins English Dictionary); ‘To make an untrue statement with intent to deceive. To create a false or misleading impression. Something that misleads or deceives.’ (Merriam-Webster)
2) Some observations: There are typically a limited number of true statements about an object or an event (e.g. true statements about a coin describe its shape, size, color, value, issuing government, metal composition, etc.). Conversely, only the imagination limits the number of lies about an object or an event (e.g. many lies can be made about each aspect of a coin, and about imagined aspects of the coin). This is significant, since God’s truth nature limits Him to only truthful statements, while Satan’s lying nature gives him free rein to make as many lying and deceitful statements as he can imagine, and there is no truth in him (Jn 8:44). 
3) Application to people: It matters a great deal whether we choose to believe the truth, or a lie. Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him as righteousness (Gen 15:6). Jesus said the truth will set us free (Jn 8:32). The Jews that Jesus was talking to believed Satan’s lies, so they wanted to kill Jesus, a man who had told them the truth which He heard from God (Jn 8:39-40). It is often much more appealing to believe any of the lies that come from Satan’s vivid imagination than to believe the truth from God. And even Satan must believe his own lies or he never would have rebelled against God. However, the truth is that Satan’s goal for people is death, destruction, misery, deceit, etc., as Jesus calls him a murderer from the beginning; from his experience over thousands of years Satan knows which lies are the most effective, but he tweaks them to seem contemporary to better deceive the current population.
4) Application to the US of A: We have the daily challenge of discerning between truth and lies; this is not new or unique to our generation, but it sure seems that over recent years there have been many formerly truthful sources of information, as well as new sources, that have abandoned even the appearance of being truthful and are putting forth lies almost continually. On so many topics there are competing statements which all claim to be true, but which are proven to be false when compared to facts, reality and reliable evidence. This is happening in all areas such as religion, politics (and almost everything has become politicized), culture, education, history, philosophy, economic systems, health and medicine, etc. This series will guide us to pray for truth and against lies in regard to some of these topics.
Praise God for His truth nature; ask for God’s wisdom as we try to accurately discern between truth and lies; pray that we will consistently embrace God’s truth and reject Satan’s lies
Jn 8:31-47; Gen 15:6 (Truth as part of God’s nature vs. lying as a defining part of Satan’s nature; our actions arise from what we believe, so it’s important to discern between truth and lies) Prayer time to:
 - praise God for His truth nature, making Him the only reliable source of truth

 - praise God for sending His son, Jesus Christ, to reveal truth and set us free from Satan’s lies, which falsely promise desirable things but instead bring misery, destruction, death and eternal damnation
 - pray that Christians, and all of our citizens, will understand the difference between truth and lying and seek God’s wisdom to accurately discern between them

 - ask God to raise up leaders who love the truth, hate lies, and will fight for what is true, right and good

 - cry out for a great awakening across our nation that will draw people to the truth, enable them to identify and reject lies, and bring millions to salvation in Jesus which transforms their thinking to truth
 - thank God for making clear what is good and what is evil
 - seek the intervention of almighty God to reverse the downward trajectory of our ethics and morals
All the prayer guides are posted at www.prayforusa.org along with related materials.
Take a look, post a comment, and tell others who might want to pray for our country!

