Prayer Time for God to Direct and Bless Our Nation – Aug 14, 2022
This is to ask God to direct, protect and bless the US of A; to pray that we will follow the truth and reality of God.

Thoughts about MEASURING UP to a STANDARD for the US of A–
“We spend a lot of life figuring out if we “measure up”…in childhood, we begin comparing ourselves with siblings and kids at school, and it never seems to stop. Most of the time, we don’t go about the “measuring up” process in a wise way. The result? The way we feel about ourselves…and the way we evaluate others is skewed. 
Romans 12:3 says we should think of ourselves “with sober judgment.” There’s only one accurate measurement that leads to a healthy self-assessment. Have you found it? What is your measure?...Is it a true one?...Have you heard of the little boy who found a long stick and cut notches he assumed to be accurate measurements? He went running to his mother and said, “Mom! I made this ruler and measured myself! I’m 7 feet tall!” If we use the wrong measurements, our self-perception will be biased. The only true way of measuring up is given in Ephesians 4:13, which says we should strive to be “mature in the Lord, measuring up to the full and complete standard of Christ.” He is the Man of our measure, the only One with whom we should make comparisons…how we’re to live shouldn’t be from our society; we should measure up to the full and mature standard of Christ.

Let’s get specific about Christ-likeness. First, consider his blameless character. No lie passed his lips nor did any abusive attitude darken his personality. He didn’t yield to anxiety or resort to exasperation. He was kind without being gullible, gentle without being weak, and wise without being smug. None of us is like him, but we can grow more like him,…As you face the troubles of daily life and respond to its challenges, keep your eyes on Jesus and walk by faith. In the process, the Spirit will correct, mature and make you more Christ-like. …[Second,] learn to measure up to his conversational skills. …When necessary, he could speak sharply. …We all know from experience how easily we can say something foolish. But the more we read the red letters in the Gospels and study the words of the Lord Jesus, the more we’ll emulate the patterns of his speech and measure up to the wisdom of his words. …[Third,] Christ-likeness also involves conduct. …Jesus moved through life with grace and with graciousness. …the Bible does tell us: “Beloved, I beg you as sojourners and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly lusts which war against the soul, having your conduct honorable among the Gentiles, that when they speak against you as evildoers, they may, by your good works which they observe, glorify God in the day of visitation” (1 Peter 2:11-12). …day by day as our conduct increasingly reminds people of Jesus, …we rise above the mediocre expectations of the world.” Source: adapted from westernjournal.com op-ed ‘If You Want to Check if You Measure Up, Just Flip to This Verse and See’, David Jeremiah, as accessed 8.4.22

As Christians grow in Christ-likeness, we are transformed as individuals, and have a positive influence on our families, schools, workplaces, communities, states, nation, and the world. Pray for Christ-likeness in our leaders, since their influence is magnified, and we desperately need more Christ-likeness in the character, conversation and conduct of all our leaders, our various institutions, and our governments.

Praise God for His love that He has revealed wisdom; ask that our nation will be led by those who will govern in a way that is truly wise, and for God’s protection for us and our nation
 Eph 4:13; 1 Pet 2:11-12; 1 Tim 2:1-4 (Christ is our standard of measure; we should have honorable conduct; God has directed us to pray for all those in positions of authority)
Prayer time to ask God for Christlike leaders, asking that they will…
 - realize their personal sinfulness (we are all sinners) and their daily need for God’s wisdom
 - recognize their personal inadequacy and therefore depend completely upon the Lord
 - reject all counsel that violates godly principles & then trust the Lord to validate their trust
 - resist pressure from individuals or special interest groups that would have them act in violation of righteous principles and revealed truths; rejecting lies and embracing truth
 - work at reversing our country’s trends toward socialism, secularism, and humanism, all of which dethrone the Lord and attempt to deify man, so they are destined to ultimately fail
 - be ready to forsake their political careers and personal ambitions for the best interest of the nation in keeping with God’s leading
 - rely upon the Word of God as their source of strength and key to true success
 - bring dignity, honor, trustworthiness, and righteousness to their work of leadership
 - be reminded daily that they are accountable to Almighty God for their attitudes, actions, motivations, decisions, choices and decisions while in positions of leadership
 - Pray that God will send the Holy Spirit to awaken, revive and transform our nation
All the prayer guides are posted at www.prayforusa.org along with related materials.
Take a look, post a comment, and tell others who might want to pray for our country!

