Prayer Time for God to Direct and Bless Our Nation – Mar 7, 2021
This is to ask God to direct, protect and bless the US of A; to pray that we will follow the truth and reality of God.

Thoughts about RELIGIOUS FREEDOM and the US of A (part 1) –
Religious Freedom in America:
A rich religious landscape has been a hallmark of America since the sowing of its first seeds in the early 17th century. The Pilgrims famously arrived in Massachusetts in 1620 after fleeing persecution for their faith in Europe. As waves of settlers arrived thereafter, faith and opportunity were dear to their hearts. By the time of the Revolutionary War and the drafting of America’s charter — the U.S. Constitution — so strong was this commitment that the very first words of the First Amendment incorporated as part of the Bill of Rights was, “Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof.” The United States became a beacon of light drawing in individuals seeking freedom to live out their deepest beliefs without fear. 
But the road has not always been easy. One major challenge in recent decades arose when a 1990 Supreme Court ruling severely narrowed the judicial reach of the First Amendment. Suddenly, as long as a law was neutral and generally applicable, citizens would be expected to comply in spite of their beliefs. In a response spearheaded by then-Rep. Chuck Schumer (D-NY), Sen. Ted Kennedy (D-MA), and Sen. Orrin Hatch (R-UT), Congress passed the Religious Freedom Restoration Act (RFRA). While it doesn’t guarantee victory for religious parties, RFRA requires a “compelling government interest” achieved by the “least restrictive means” before the state burdens a religious objector. When President Clinton signed RFRA at the White House, he lauded “an open and honest reaffirmation of the role of American citizens of faith” in order to “seek the truth and seek to heal this troubled land.” Sadly, RFRA has fallen out of favor with many of its previous supporters.
What Does The Bible Say? 
Let’s seek out wisdom in the Holy Scriptures. In the Word we find:
· All people have dignity and freedom. At the very beginning, humans were created in the image of God and given freedom to choose right from wrong (Genesis 1:27, Genesis 2:16-17). We must choose whom we will serve (Deuteronomy 30:11- 20, Joshua 24:15, Matthew 6:24).
· Jesus did not force a certain decision on His hearers. Though some choices saddened Him, our Lord allowed individuals to make them. Note His words about the people of Jerusalem (Luke 13:34) & His response to the rich young ruler (Matthew 19:16-23). There is great rejoicing over one sinner who chooses to repent (Luke 15:10)!
Adapted from ‘Building a Biblical Worldview: Religious Freedom’ by Intercessors For America, IFApray.org, accessed 3.6.21

Praise God for giving us the freedom to choose, and clearly revealing what is really true and what is false; what is really good and what is evil.
Deut 30:15-20; Luke 13:34 (We must choose between right and wrong) Prayer time to:
 - praise God for His holiness, love, justice, grace, mercy and faithfulness

 - thank God for the Constitutional protection of religious freedom in the US of A

 - pray that the RFRA will be followed and not ignored or repealed
 - intercede for those who are trying to limit the religious freedoms of Christians

 - lift up pastors, church leaders and members to have boldness to stand for their (and our) religious liberties, and for the open proclamation of the gospel of salvation through Jesus

 - cry out for the millions of Christians who have not returned to church attendance, that God will break the grip of fear, intimidation, and even apathy, that has come upon them

 - pray that specific state and local authorities will end their oppressive attacks on Christians

 - intercede for judges who rule on religious freedom cases - to stand for truth and justice
 - ask the Holy Spirit to stir up our hearts to fight for what is right and against what is wrong, as defined by God and awaken many in our nation to understand God’s law be obedient to it
 - invite God & His truths to rule in our hearts, our personal life, our courts, & our nation
 - lift up other concerns that God has placed on your heart
All the prayer guides are posted at www.prayforusa.org along with related materials.
Take a look, post a comment, and tell others who might want to pray for our country!

