Prayer Time for God to Direct and Bless Our Nation – Mar 14, 2021
This is to ask God to direct, protect and bless the US of A; to pray that we will follow the truth and reality of God.

Thoughts about RELIGIOUS FREEDOM and the US of A (part 2) –
Religious Freedom in America:
A rich religious landscape has been a hallmark of America since the sowing of its first seeds in the early 17th century. Late in the 18th century, the very first words of the First Amendment (part of the Bill of Rights) was, “Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof.” 
But the road has not always been easy. The Religious Freedom Restoration Act (RFRA), spearheaded by then-Rep. Chuck Schumer (D-NY), Sen. Ted Kennedy (D-MA), and Sen. Orrin Hatch (R-UT), was passed by Congress in 1993. While it doesn’t guarantee victory for religious parties, RFRA requires a “compelling government interest” achieved by the “least restrictive means” before the state burdens a religious objector. 
Sadly, RFRA has fallen out of favor with many of its previous supporters. They are angered that RFRA has achieved its purpose — shielding Americans of faith from onerous government decrees. For example, they find outrageous the Supreme Court’s RFRA-based Hobby Lobby ruling protecting Christian business owners from having to violate their deeply held pro-life beliefs. Similarly striking is their vehemence that the Little Sisters of the Poor, who are Catholic nuns, cannot object to any of the Obamacare healthcare mandates. Unfortunately, efforts to undermine religious freedom are being amplified by like-minded political, corporate, and media leaders. That, in turn, is having an effect on American society. A recent Barna survey shows that a robust understanding of religious freedom is degrading not only among the general U.S. population, but also among practicing Christians. Only 62 percent of Christians expressed a strong commitment to the right of religious freedom-a drop of 16 percentage point in 5 years!
What Does The Bible Say? 
Let’s seek out wisdom in the Holy Scriptures. In the Word we find:
· Missions are based on persuasion. Words and actions rooted in love show us to be disciples of Christ (John 13:34) and He uses them to turn hearts to Him. For example, the Apostle Paul intentionally entered the spheres of Jews and Gentiles and endeavored to persuade — not force — them to give their hearts to Christ (Acts 17, Acts 19, 2 Corinthians 5:20).
· Government authority is limited. Government is to maintain order by restraining evil and commending good, and we are to honor and pray for those in authority (Romans 13:1–7; 1 Peter 2:13-17; 1 Timothy 2:1-2, Titus 3:1). However, its sphere is limited (Matthew 22:15–22).

Adapted from ‘Building a Biblical Worldview: Religious Freedom’ by Intercessors For America, IFApray.org, accessed 3.6.21

Praise God for giving us the freedom to choose, and clearly revealing what is really true and what is false; what is really good and what is evil;  what is pure and what is corrupt.
Rom 13:1-7; Mt 22:15-22 (God sets governments; their power is limited) Prayer time to:
 - praise God for His holiness, love, justice, grace, mercy, providence and faithfulness

 - thank God for the Constitutional protection of religious freedom in the US of A

 - pray that the RFRA will be followed and strengthened, not ignored or repealed
 - intercede for those who are trying to limit the religious freedoms of Christians

 - lift up pastors, church leaders and members to have boldness to stand for their (and our) religious liberties, and for the open proclamation of the gospel of salvation through Jesus

 - cry out for the millions of Christians who have not returned to church attendance, that God will break the grip of fear, intimidation, and even apathy, that has come upon them

 - pray that specific state and local authorities will end their oppressive attacks on Christians

 - intercede for judges who rule on religious freedom cases - to stand for truth and justice
 - ask the Holy Spirit to stir up our hearts to fight for what is right and against what is wrong, as defined by God and awaken many in our nation to understand God’s law be obedient to it
 - invite God & His truths to rule in our hearts, our personal life, our courts, & our nation
All the prayer guides are posted at www.prayforusa.org along with related materials.
Take a look, post a comment, and tell others who might want to pray for our country!

