Prayer Time for God to Direct and Bless Our Nation – Sep 6, 2020
This is to ask God to direct, protect and bless the US of A; to pray that we will follow the truth and reality of God.

Thoughts about FREEDOM to WORSHIP and the US of A–
Religious liberties are under attack like never before, perhaps in American history; Pastors are facing fines and jail time for standing for the right of God’s people to freely exercise their faith; Governors are specifically targeting churches as “high risk” venues, creating an environment of hostility in our culture against Christians who stand for their faith; Local and state authorities are imposing discriminatory edicts that ban, silence, censor or limit church activities in ways that make it impractical to meet. Some are actually banning singing, communion and personal prayer ministry; Christians are being told they cannot meet together to worship in their homes; The anti-faith hostility only seems to be increasing despite clear evidence that the COVID threat is lessening.
Here is a brief summary of some current cases defending our churches in federal court. 

Maine (Calvary Chapel v. Mills) – Under the governor’s orders, no religious gatherings are permitted, including parking lot services. Churches must apply to the state government for permission to operate. Only churches granted a state-issued “badge of approval” are allowed to operate. The badge must be displayed on the outside of the building. An emergency injunction has been requested to stop this unconstitutional restriction.
Virginia (Lighthouse Fellowship v. Northam) – Pastor Kevin Wilson was arrested on criminal charges for having just 16 people at a Palm Sunday church service. Police officers remained stationed in the church parking lot wo warn prospective attendees away. The Justice Department and Vice President Pence have publicly supported the church. The criminal charges have been dropped, but the case continues before the Fourth Circuit Court of Appeals.

Kentucky (Maryville Baptist v. Beshear) – Fourteen people were put on mandatory 14-day quarantine (the equivalent of house arrest) for simply attending a drive-in Easter Sunday service in their cars. As a result, many of those churchgoers lost their “essential service” jobs and have been unable to find new work. The Governor’s order was clearly discriminatory because it allowed an unlimited number of people to gather in churches for secular meetings but then imposed restrictions on religious gatherings. After the church had favorable decisions in lower courts, the state continues the case by appealing to the Sixth Circuit Court of Appeals.
Illinois (Elim and Logos Churches v. Pritzker) – State and local governments targeted Romanian immigrant churches. They towed the cars of neighbors around the church to gin up hate and resentment against the church, used police vehicles to block the church parking lot and even threatened to seize and demolish the church buildings should the church hold meetings with more than 10 people. This case is before the Seventh Circuit Court of Appeals.
California (Harvest Rock Church and Harvest Int. Ministry v. Newsom) – The governor’s orders prohibit all indoor worship services, including private home Bible studies and fellowships, while encouraging mass gatherings of protestors throughout the state. The U.S. District Court has ordered an expedited briefing. 
Adapted from Liberty Counsel Emergency Prayer Resource, August 2020.
Pray that the Holy Spirit will stir up our hearts to fight for what is right and against what is wrong, as defined by God. Further, that God will send the Holy Spirit to reveal secrets and awaken many in our nation, to be stirred up, obedient to God, and to understand what is really true and is God’s law. 
Praise God for His love and power, ask for God’s protection for us, and ask that God will clearly reveal to us, and to the people of our nation, what is really true and what is false
Deut 11:26; Ez 35:6 (God’s blessing or curse is based on our decisions) Prayer time to:
 - praise God for His holiness, love, justice, grace, mercy and faithfulness

 - pray that these anti-Christian demonic attacks will be turned back and defeated

 - lift up pastors, church leaders and members to have boldness to stand for their (and our) religious liberties, and for the open proclamation of the gospel of salvation through Jesus

 - cry out for the millions of Christians who have not returned to church attendance, that God will break the grip of fear, intimidation, and even apathy, that has come upon them

 - pray that state and local authorities will end these oppressive attacks on Christians

 - intercede for the judges who hear these cases - that they will stand for truth and justice
 - invite God & His truths to rule in our hearts, our personal life, our courts, & our nation

All the prayer guides are posted at www.prayforusa.org along with related materials.
Take a look, post a comment, and tell others who might want to pray for our country!

