Prayer Time for God to Direct and Bless Our Nation – Sept 4, 2016
This is to ask God to direct, protect and bless the US of A; to pray that we will follow the truth and reality of God.

Thoughts about MASSACHUSETTS, RHODE ISLAND, GOD and current events –
The Billy Graham Evangelistic Association is doing the Decision America Tour 2016, where they plan to pray in each state, with Massachusetts on 8.30.16, and Rhode Island on 8.31.16. “Massachusetts facts: a) 67% of Massachusetts residents pray to God, b) 47% believe that the Bible has accurate principles, and c) 44% agree that Christians have a responsibility to evangelize.”
“In the 1630s, Puritans left England and traveled to the Massachusetts Bay Colony with the goal of re-creating the New Testament church. They wanted Scripture to permeate all of society. John Winthrop, the first governor of Massachusetts, said, “We are reforming not only Anglicanism and Christendom but the whole world.” They intended to do this by seeing the New World as “a city set on a hill” (Matthew 5:14, NKJV). By following biblical principles, they would be an example to other nations, demonstrating that God blesses and uses those whose hearts are fully His. The Puritan settlers strived to do nothing that would offend God. They also believed that laity should faithfully study their Bibles and apply what they learned. Devotion to Christ was pre-eminent. Their prominence waned after the 17th century, but the Puritan influence on society can still be seen today. Pray that Christians across Massachusetts would commit themselves to studying God’s Word and living out their faith-and pray that their example would shine for all to see.” 
“Rhode Island facts: a) Nearly 40% of Rhode Island’s population are unchurched, b) 3 out of 4 residents said they pray to God regularly, c) Only 1 in 4 residents said they read the Bible regularly, and d) in 2009, twice as many people died from drug-related incidents as from car accidents.”

“Freedom of religion has deep roots in Rhode Island, thanks to a Baptist preacher who established the colony that became the 13th state to enter the union. In fact, Rhode Island’s capital points to the God of the Bible and the man who named the settlement back in the 1600s. “…Having in a sense of God’s merciful providence unto me in my distress, called the place PROVIDENCE, I desired it might be for a shelter for persons distressed for conscience,” Roger Williams wrote. A courageous follower of Christ, Williams was known for founding the first Baptist church in America, establishing peaceful relations with Native Americans, and defending religious liberty. Because of his belief that government should keep out of its citizens’ spiritual lives, Rhode Island became an unprecedented haven for the persecuted. Many of his ideas were carried on after his death, influencing the Founding Fathers as they wrote the U.S. Constitution. Pray that the people of Rhode Island would find their Hope-the state’s one-word motto-in Jesus Christ. Pray also that Rhode Island would always be a haven for the persecuted and a place where faith in Christ can be proclaimed and practiced openly in every area of life.” Pray that the Holy Spirit would bring revival and a great awakening to these states. (Source: Decision America Tour 2016, Prayer Journal, pages 84 & 86)
Praise God for His perfect love & that the gospel of Jesus will continue to attract sinners for salvation and a changed life; ask for the Holy Spirit to empower us to stand strong against evil
Mt 5:14; Acts 10:34-35; (Be like a city on a hill, so praise His name; be the one that fears Him and does what is right and acceptable to Him) Prayer time to:
 - praise our God who watches all the states/nations and who saves those who turn to Him
 - thank Him for sending Jesus to save believers from the hopelessness & destruction of sin 
 - pray that the evil around us will cause the unchurched to hunger for God & His righteousness
 - pray for guidance on how to reach all people in America with God’s truth and love
 - intercede for those working to turn Americans to God’s foundations for a healthy culture
 - ask for courage to live our lives obedient to God rather than any directions from man
 - pray that Christians will be true to God’s call on their lives and lead people to Jesus

 - cry out for God to pour out the Holy Spirit upon the state, awakening the people to God’s love
 - ask God to guide the USA in responding to evil in both internal and international events
 - seek God’s help in making our nation a beacon for the gospel truth in this dark and evil world
 - ask God to strengthen the many Christians who are being severely persecuted in many places, and that He would stir up our nation to effectively stand strong & resolute for their protection
All the prayer guides are posted at www.prayforusa.org along with related materials.
Take a look, post a comment, and tell others who might want to pray for our country!

