Prayer Time for God to Direct and Bless Our Nation – Sept 4, 2011
This is to ask God to direct and bless the United States of America; it isn’t to take sides in policy or politics.

Thoughts about LABOR DAY and current events in the USA –
As we reflect back on events around the nation over the past year, the themes of work and labor relations has been in the news in many forms (jobs growth or the unemployment rate, unions and private employers, state budgets and public sector unions, unemployment claims and benefits, jobs training and growth industries, etc.).  What attitude should we bring to our job?  Or, why should we search for a job, or ask God to make a job?  Does the Bible help us in these areas?
Man is created, designed, engineered, and intended to work (Gen 2:5,15) and sweat (Gen 3:19)
Man is to provide for the needs of his own family, including his extended family (1 Tim 5:4,7-8)
We are to toil and labor to earn our own living and do good deeds (2 Thess 3:6-13)
We learn how to behave as workers and bosses, both before an impartial God (Eph 6:5-9)
As always, the scriptures have very practical truths we can and should apply to our lives, individually, as workers and employers, and as a nation between a government and its people.

PRAISE our compassionate and merciful God; Thank Him for what you have, ask Him for what you need, and plead for His blessings upon Americans for work and peaceful labor relations.

Gen 2:5,15; 3:19; Eph 6:5-9 (Man was created to work, with an added level of toil and sweat due to disobedience, but God judges fairly between employers and employees)  Prayer time to:
 - praise our God who establishes governments to reward those who do right and to punish evil
 - pray that the Lord will shower compassion and mercy upon our nation, providing enough jobs
 - thank Him for giving our nation many people who persevere through the struggles of life
 - seek transformation so that we can be a wise and honorable nation, pleasing to God
 - seek strength to live our lives obedient to God rather than any directions from man
 - request that our local, state and federal government leaders (legislative, executive and judicial branches) will obey God, too, properly recognizing God’s ongoing role in our world
 - plead for right attitudes in the workplace, for employers, employees and unions
 - ask God to work through the National Labor Relations Board, that good rules will be made
 - seek guidance for all the courts, that they will make just decisions that will please God
 - seek how we can influence our government for good, with prayer and perseverance
 - ask God to guide the USA to be faithful to Him in domestic and international affairs
 - find balance in regard to the proper role of government and the role of God
 - ask that God will lead our nation to obey Him on sanctity of human life, marriage, and other issues foundational to a just and healthy society, pleasing to God and His revealed truth
 - cry out to God so he will raise up honorable candidates to be elected in 2012
 - pray that our leaders will seek and use God’s wisdom in deciding national finances
 - ask God to sustain our nation during these times when Satan is storming against it
 - pray that state laws and regulations in the area of labor rules will be aligned with scripture
 - plead for God to pour out His Holy Spirit upon our land, and that its transforming power will not only bring many to eternal salvation, but that it will also transform our workplaces for good
