Prayer Time for God to Direct and Bless Our Nation – Sept 11, 2011
This is to ask God to direct and bless the United States of America; it isn’t to take sides in policy or politics.

Thoughts about TERRORIST ATTACKS & GOD’S ROLE in the USA –
Reflecting back on the terrorist attacks via hijacked commercial airplanes ten years ago, there are several truths revealed in scripture that we can remember to apply as we pray for our country. 
 - It takes a long time to build, but only a few moments to destroy
 - Unless God is watching over us, the watchman will be on guard in vain
 - Judgment, punishment and destruction can come swiftly, even when all seems to be peaceful
 - Good governments lead their people to honor God through lives of obedience; bad governments lead their people into rebellion against God and into lives of sin
 - Governments exist to execute holy judgment against those who do evil
 - On a personal level, forgiveness is the only path to peace and security

As always, the scriptures have very practical truths we can and should apply to our lives, individually, in our various social groups, and as citizens in a democratic republic.

PRAISE our almighty and sovereign God; Thank Him for His protection of our nation through the centuries; Plead that He will forgive America for our sins and continue to protect us.

Ps 127:1; Rom 13:3-5; Mt 6:14-15 (Our efforts are worthless if God is not blessing them; God works through imperfect governments; Christians are called to forgive)  Prayer time to:
 - praise our God who establishes governments to reward those who do right and to punish evil
 - pray that the Lord will not withdraw His protection of our nation
 - thank Him that our nation still has many people who believe God and want to live obediently
 - seek transformation so that we can be a wise and honorable nation, pleasing to God
 - seek strength to live our lives obedient to God rather than any directions from man
 - request that our local, state and federal government leaders (legislative, executive and judicial branches) will obey God, too, properly recognizing God’s daily role in our country
 - seek guidance for all the courts, that they will make just decisions that will please God, even as there are still trials to be held for some terrorist suspects
 - seek how we can influence our government for good, with prayer and perseverance
 - ask God to guide the USA to be faithful to Him in domestic and international affairs
 - find balance in regard to the proper role of government and the role of God
 - ask that God will lead our nation to obey Him on sanctity of human life, marriage, and other issues foundational to a just and healthy society, pleasing to God and His revealed truth
 - cry out to God so he will raise up honorable candidates to be elected in 2012
 - pray that our leaders will seek and use God’s wisdom in deciding national finances
 - ask God to sustain our nation during these times when Satan is storming against it
 - plead for God to pour out His Holy Spirit upon our land, and that its transforming power will not only bring many to eternal salvation, but that it will also guide us to the proper balance between justice and forgiveness
 - pray that God will continue to use our nation as a beacon of truth, hope, liberty, and salvation
