Prayer Time for God to Direct and Bless Our Nation – Aug 2, 2020
This is to ask God to direct, protect and bless the US of A; to pray that we will follow the truth and reality of God.



TRUTH vs. LIES/DECEIT in the US of A (part 7e) – justice
Although the topic of ‘truth’ is a major theme throughout the Bible, in John 8:31-47 Jesus engages some Jews in a lengthy discussion which reveals the respective sources of truth and lies, their importance, and their impact on people. This is as applicable and important today as it was in Bible times. Part 1 of this series included definitions of ‘truth’ and ‘lie’ (see the prayer guide for Jan 5, 2020, for the definitions). Now some thoughts concerning truth vs. lies while considering justice – 
Let’s look at a dictionary definition of ‘justice’. 1: the maintenance or administration of what is just, especially by the impartial adjustment of conflicting claims or the assignment of merited rewards or punishments; the establishment or determination of rights according to the rules of law or equity; 2: the quality of being just, impartial, or fair; righteous; 3: conformity to truth, fact, or reason; correct. Per Merriam-Webster on-line dictionary. This basically describes ‘justice’ as historically understood in the USA.
With this definition in mind, let’s consider what is required for true justice to be present, looking at admin and enforcement.
A system of ‘justice’ requires three essential elements:

	Required Essential Element
	How it is Present in the US of A
	Results if Ineffective/Absent

	Statements of the chosen foundational concepts and standards (see 7.5.20 guide)
	Constitutions/charters, laws and regulations/rules (i.e. the legislative function at the federal, state, county, city, school, etc.)
	Ineffective: confusion, unpredictability, instability, uneven outcomes/injustice, disillusionment, loss of credibility, bitterness, etc. 

Absent: will lead to chaos, rebellion and anarchy if not remedied by a leader (dictator or democratically selected)

	A system of administration (see 7.19.20 prayer guide)
	Functions to administer the constitutions, laws and regulations/rules (i.e. the president, governor, mayor, superintendent, etc., and the related departments, especially the office of attorney general & equivalents)
	

	An enforcement mechanism
(see 7.26.20 prayer guide)
	Law enforcement, judiciary and punishment/discipline (i.e. sheriff, constable, police, judges, officials, jails/prisons, detention, expulsion, fines, restitution, etc.)
	


Prosecutors and judges: After an arrest, an indictment, etc., the administrative official responsible to uphold the laws via prosecution has decisions to make. If criminal charges are filed, then the judiciary sets bail and proceeds to examine evidence and hear arguments. Judges and juries are imperfect at best, and like the prosecuting authority, they are ripe for perversions of justice (e.g. favoritism, bias, bribes, deference to power or position/title, intimidation, threats, etc.). Civil and constitutional court cases are also subject to these same perversions of justice. The more any part of a justice system departs from God’s revealed truth, instead embracing Satan’s lies, the Rule of Law is corrupted or perverted, and more injustices will be produced by that justice system. The purity and truthfulness of the judiciary is especially important in the USA now, since we have become a ‘juristocracy’, which means that the judiciary is now the most powerful of the three branches of government (even though it was designed by the Constitution as the weakest branch). We need to pray for our prosecutors and judges at every level (federal, state, county, etc.) because each perversion of justice they commit or allow to stand violates God’s law and weakens the Rule of Law.
Praise God for His truth nature; ask for God’s wisdom as we try to accurately discern between truth and lies, and what is ‘just’ and ‘unjust’, and that God will guide us in this quest
Jn 8:31-47; Is 30:18; Deut. 16:18-20 (Truth as part of God’s nature vs. lying as a defining part of Satan’s nature; regarding justice – God is the source of the true concept and standards of justice; all other concepts of justice are Satan’s lies, whether in whole or in part, and cannot be a long-term foundation for civilization) 
Prayer time to talk to God about prosecutors and the judiciary, asking that they will…
 - recognize their personal inadequacy and therefore depend completely upon the Lord
 - reject all counsel that violates Biblical principles & then trust the Lord to validate them
 - rightly decide how to apply the Constitution to the issues that come before them
 - refuse bribes, be impartial and fair to all, and apply wisdom from God (James 3:17)
 - work at reversing our country’s trends toward socialism, secularism, and humanism, all of which dethrone the Lord, attempt to deify man, and violate the Constitution
 - be ready to forsake their legal careers and personal ambitions to stand firmly for justice
 - bring dignity, honor, trustworthiness, righteousness, and true justice to their work 
 - be reminded daily that they are accountable to Almighty God for their actions, motivations, decisions, choices and judgments 
 - deeply understand that God has placed them in these positions to do God’s will in protecting the weak, the poor, those accused falsely, and not to do their own will
 - properly understand ethics, truth, justice, equality in enforcing the laws, and the impact that their decisions will have 
 - Pray that God will send the Holy Spirit to awaken, revive and transform our nation
All the prayer guides are posted at www.prayforusa.org along with related materials.
Take a look, post a comment, and tell others who might want to pray for our country!       

