Prayer Time for God to Direct and Bless Our Nation – July 8, 2018
This is to ask God to direct, protect and bless the US of A; to pray that we will follow the truth and reality of God.

Thoughts about JUSTICE and a Supreme Court vacancy in the USA (part 1)-
We must look to God for a true definition of Justice, because justice is an inherent part of God’s nature.  Apart from God, mankind cannot understand true justice.  In the same way, mankind cannot fully understand any other trait of God’s nature (such as mercy, faithfulness, holiness, judgment, forgiveness, righteousness, compassion, truth, love, grace, etc.) apart from God; He is the very definition of these. 

'What is Justice?’ According to most contemporary theories of justice, justice is overwhelmingly important: John Rawls claims that "Justice is the first virtue of social institutions, as truth is of systems of thought." In classical approaches, evident from Plato through to Rawls, the concept of 'justice' is always construed in logical or 'etymological' opposition to the concept of injustice. Such approaches cite various examples of injustice, as problems which a theory of justice must overcome. A number of post-World War II approaches do, however, challenge that seemingly obvious dualism between those two concepts. Justice can be thought of as distinct from benevolence, charity, prudence, mercy, generosity or compassion, although these dimensions are regularly understood to also be interlinked. Justice is the concept of cardinal virtues, of which it is one.  (Wikipedia excerpt 2.3.17)

We must pray that the Supreme Court vacancy will be filled by a person who diligently strives to apply the true justice that comes from God to the issues that come before the Court.

Praise God for His justice
Rom 3:21-26; Dan 4:37 (God demonstrates His justice) Prayer time to:
 - praise our awesome creator God, who has shown us His justice
 - thank Him for loving us and giving us an original foundation of just laws
 - seek transformation so that we can be pleasing to God (v 14)

Ask for God’s direction for us, for our government, and for specific leaders
Heb 11:6, 23  Prayer time to:
 - ask God to increase our faith so that we understand His justice and have a just nation
 - seek strength to live our lives being obedient to God’s commands regarding justice
 - request that our local, state and federal government leaders (legislative, executive and judicial branches) will obey God, too, properly seeking justice in every way
Mic 6:8; Prov 1:1-3  Prayer time to seek guidance in applying justice:
    - to our own personal life, and our family, church, school and workplace
    - to our county, state and federal courts, especially in filling the Supreme Court vacancy
 - seek how we can influence our government for what is good, right and just
 - ask God to guide the USA in matters of international justice
 - request that God will show our leaders, and all of us, the proper role of government in balance with the role of God
 - ask that God will lead our nation to obey Him regarding love, sanctity of human life, marriage, and other issues foundational to a just and healthy society
 - pray that the Supreme Court nominee will have the strength to endure confirmation
 - request the Holy Spirit to clearly reveal to all justices and judges what is right and wrong, good and evil, just and unjust, and they will please God in their judgments every time
Concept of justice   Wikipedia excerpt 4-16-10)  
Justice concerns itself with the proper ordering of things and people within a society. As a concept it has been subject to philosophical, legal, and theological reflection and debate throughout history. A number of important questions surrounding justice have been fiercely debated over the course of western history: What is justice? What does it demand of individuals and societies? What is the proper distribution of wealth and resources in society: equal, meritocratic, according to status, or some other arrangement? There are myriad possible answers to these questions from divergent perspectives on the political and philosophical spectrum.

According to most theories of justice, it is overwhelmingly important: John Rawls, for instance, claims that "Justice is the first virtue of social institutions, as truth is of systems of thought."[3]: Justice can be thought of as distinct from and more fundamental than benevolence, charity, mercy, generosity or compassion. Justice has traditionally been associated with concepts of fate, reincarnation or Divine Providence, i.e. with a life in accordance with the cosmic plan. The association of justice with fairness has thus been historically and culturally rare and is perhaps chiefly a modern innovation.[4]  Wikipedia excerpt 4-16-10)
Rawls' theory of justice Wikipedia excerpt 2.3.17)  
It has been argued[15] that 'systematic' or 'programmatic' political and moral philosophy in the West begins, in Plato's Republic, with the question, 'What is Justice?’ According to most contemporary theories of justice, justice is overwhelmingly important: John Rawls claims that "Justice is the first virtue of social institutions, as truth is of systems of thought." In classical approaches, evident from Plato through to Rawls, the concept of 'justice' is always construed in logical or 'etymological' opposition to the concept of injustice. Such approaches cite various examples of injustice, as problems which a theory of justice must overcome. A number of post-World War II approaches do, however, challenge that seemingly obvious dualism between those two concepts. Justice can be thought of as distinct from benevolence,
charity, prudence, mercy, generosity, or compassion, although these dimensions are regularly understood to also be interlinked. Justice is the concept of cardinal virtues, of which it is one. Metaphysical justice has often been associated with concepts of fate, reincarnation or Divine Providence, i.e., with a life in accordance with a cosmic plan. The association of justice with fairness is thus historically and culturally inalienable.” 
Equality before the law

Law raises important and complex issues concerning equality, fairness, and justice. There is an old saying that 'All are equal before the law'. The author Anatole France said in 1894, "In its majestic equality, the law forbids rich and poor alike to sleep under bridges, beg in the streets, and steal loaves of bread." The belief in equality before the law is called legal egalitarianism.

Abrahamic Justice
Jews, Muslims and Christians traditionally believe that justice is a present, real, right, and, specifically, governing concept along with mercy, and that justice is ultimately derived from and held by God. According to the Bible, such institutions as the Mosaic Law were created by God to require the Israelites to live by and apply His standards of justice.

The Hebrew Bible describes God as saying about the Judeo-Christian patriarch Abraham: "No, for I have chosen him, that he may charge his children and his household after him to keep the way of the Lord by doing righteousness and justice;...." (Genesis 18:19, NRSV). The Psalmist describes God as having "Righteousness and justice [as] the foundation of [His] throne;...." (Psalms 89:14, NRSV).

The New Testament also describes God and Jesus Christ as having and displaying justice, often in comparison with God displaying and supporting mercy (Matthew 5:7).

All the prayer guides are posted at www.prayforusa.org along with related materials.
Take a look, post a comment, and tell others who might want to pray for our country!

