Prayer Time for God to Direct and Bless Our Nation – July 3, 2011
This is to ask God to direct and bless the United States of America; it isn’t to take sides in policy or politics.

Thoughts about INDEPENDENCE DAY in the US of A  –
235 years ago the Continental Congress declared independence from the British Empire, and church bells rang out over Philadelphia. The Declaration of Independence refers to God 4 times, two at the beginning and two towards the end.

 - “The unanimous Declaration of thirteen united States of America, When in the Course of human events, it becomes necessary for one people to dissolve the political bands which have connected them with another, and to assume among the powers of the earth, the separate and equal station to which the Laws of Nature and of Nature’s God entitle them… 
 
 - We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights…

 - We, therefore, the Representatives of the united States of America, in General Congress, Assembled, appealing to the Supreme Judge of the world for the rectitude of our intentions…
 - …And for the support of this Declaration, with a firm reliance on the protection of divine Providence, we mutually pledge to each other our Lives, our Fortunes and our sacred Honor.”
We need to keep God as the foundation of our nation.  Even as the founding fathers were declaring their independence from the rule of the king of Great Britain, they were declaring their dependence upon the almighty and everlasting God, the king of the universe.
We are joining with hundreds of thousands of Christians today in a call to fall on our knees and to heed God’s words in 2 Chronicles 7:14.
Praise our everlasting God, humbly repent to become obedient to Him, and to seek His loving favor according to His words to Solomon several thousand years ago, healing our land:
2 Chron 7:14 (if – our part; then – God’s part) Prayer time to pray through each phrase:
 - praise our eternal God who establishes all the nations and sets their course
 - if my people – it depends on what God’s people do, as to what He does
 - who are called by my name – may we never be ashamed to be called Christians
 - humble themselves – Lord, teach us how to be humble before you and our fellow man
 - and pray and seek my face – call us to pray and to find your face smiling upon us
 - and turn from their wicked ways – our hearts and ways are wicked, we confess
 - then I will hear from heaven – only then will God hear us and smile upon us
 - and will forgive their sin – forgive us, Lord, for our personal and national sins are great
 - and heal their land – give us the blessing of a healed land, as it is in critical condition
 - open our hearts and minds to your truth, and may these words sink deep into our hearts
 - seek transformation so that we can be a righteous people and nation, pleasing to God
 - ask for the Holy Spirit to awaken and revive our nation, convicting and protecting it

Just like 235 years ago, there is now a war to fight. May we humble ourselves before God, repent of our sins, and be faithful soldiers, so He can forgive us and heal our land.
