Prayer Time for God to Direct and Bless Our Nation – July 14, 2013
This is to ask God to direct and bless the United States of America; it isn’t to take sides in policy or politics.

Thoughts about PRIDE & HUMILITY and the US of A (part 4) –
Jesus saw that some people were trusting in themselves and viewing others with contempt (pride) so He told a parable illustrating pride and humility (see Lk 18:9-14). We can apply these timeless and true teachings of Jesus to our nation today on at least three levels: (a) how our nation views itself in relation to God, (b) how we treat each other as fellow citizens internally within our national culture, and (c) how we behave on the international stage among the community of nations. Perhaps you can think of other applications, too.
What else can we learn about pride, and how can we apply it to our nation?
Pride is: trying to place oneself higher than where God has put that person. At its worst it is putting oneself in God’s place (i.e. above God), and it is ALWAYS an affront to God because it is a direct rebellion against God’s order. It is always self-deception because we can’t really change God’s order; we can only pretend to change it (Obadiah 3-4). God will restore His order in a time of His choosing. Pride is what caused the Pharisees to look down on others with contempt. When we are proud we often lose track of our need for God. Inspired by R. Scott Hurd, The Living Gospel.

Praise God for revealing truth to us; truth about ourselves and others, about our leaders and us as citizens, individually and as a nation, totally transparent and vulnerable before Him; ask God to help our leaders to see their true place in God’s order.
Prov 16:18; Obadiah 3-4 (pride goes before destruction, stumbling, and being brought down) 
Lk 18:9-14 (Jesus teaches about humility, pride and justification, all in God’s sight)
Prayer time to:
 - praise God for loving every person, each with our sins and short-comings, including pride
 - pray that God’s people will humble themselves, repent, and turn to God in truth and in deed
 - praise our loving God who establishes all the nations and sets their purpose and course
 - seek transformation so that we can be a righteous nation, pleasing to God
 - ask for the Holy Spirit to awaken and revive our nation, convicting and protecting it
 - ask God to increase our faith so that we see His might and rely upon Him
 - seek how God has placed us as individuals and that He will give us grace to accept His order
 - pray for our leaders to find their proper place within God’s order and fulfill their purpose
 - request that our local, state and federal government leaders (legislative, executive and judicial branches) will obey God, too, standing against pride and other evils
 - pray that we will reject pride as a driver of our own personal behaviors, so that we will be a blessing to our family, and in our church, school, workplace and nation
 - ask God to guide the USA in matters of international affairs, fulfilling our national purpose in the community of nations, seeking our proper national role in God’s order of the nations
 - pray for humility in regard to the proper role of government in balance with the role of God
 - beg God to reveal and expose our pride, individually and as a nation, that we will turn from it, and instead come humbly before Him, seeking to see and understand His order, and give Him all glory, praise and honor
All the prayer guides are posted at www.prayforusa.org along with related materials.
Take a look, post a comment, and tell others who might want to pray for our country!

