Prayer Time for God to Direct and Bless Our Nation – Jun 9, 2019
This is to ask God to direct, protect and bless the US of A; to pray that we will follow the truth and reality of God.

Thoughts about VIOLENCE and GOD in the US of A –
The Billy Graham Evangelistic Association did a 7-city Decision America-Northeast tour in May 2019; here are excerpts adapted from Franklin Graham’s email report on 6.7.19. 
Recently, presidential candidate Cory Booker mocked the idea of offering prayers in response to violent crimes. He said that “thoughts and prayers” after gun violence is BS (but he didn’t abbreviate!).

That couldn’t be further from the truth. Cory Booker doesn’t understand that at our lowest point, God puts His arms around us and brings us comfort as only He can. When people have lost loved ones, they need the comfort and strength that can only come from God. I’m sorry that some of our politicians have turned their backs on God. I’m going to continue to pray for victims of violence and their loved ones, and I’m going to continue to urge others to pray for them when these tragedies occur.

Unless our nation calls on God and we turn our hearts toward Him, violence of all types will only continue to escalate. On April 30, a gunman killed two students and injured others at the University of North Carolina at Charlotte (UNCC), in the same city as our headquarters. This marked the eighth school shooting to occur in the USA in 2019. Four days later in a community 30 miles north of Charlotte a police officer was shot and killed. Just a few weeks after that, a gunman in Virginia Beach opened fire inside a city building, killing 12 people. Our chaplains prayed with students, staff, and community members who were grieving and shocked in the aftermath of all of these shootings. Billy Graham chaplains provide emotional and spiritual care for those affected by crisis situations throughout the country and in other parts of the world.
Pray that Christians across the nation would engage in their neighborhood with the Gospel and that the peace of Jesus Christ would transform entire communities.
Praise God for His perfect righteousness, and that through Jesus Christ, God has promised to bless all who pray and seek His righteousness; ask for the Holy Spirit to draw us to God
1 Pet 3:8-12; Ps 34:12-18 (Have a tender heart and humble mind; keep from evil and strive to be righteous so that God will hear our prayers) Prayer time to:
 - praise our God who watches all the nations and who has raised up, and destroyed, nations
 - thank Him for sending Jesus to save believers from the wretchedness of sin and evil 
 - pray that the evil on display will cause neighbors to hunger for God and His righteousness
 - ask God to work through the BGEA RRTs as they bring hope & truth to hurting people
 - pray for a thirst for God’s good laws will spring from the evil sins all around us
 - seek God’s direction on how to reach out to our neighbors with love and truth
 - ask for courage to live our lives obedient to God rather than any directions from man
 - ask God to direct the USA in responding to evil in both internal and international events
 - pray that our nation will actively support those fighting for truth and liberty around the world
 - seek God’s help in making our nation a beacon for the gospel truth in a dark and evil world
 - pray for evildoers, that God will call them to repent of evil and sin and to do good instead
 - ask God to comfort the many Christians who are being severely persecuted in many places, and that He would stir up our nation to stand up for their protection
 - ask that God will lead our nation to obey Him on sanctity of human life, marriage, and other issues foundational to a just and healthy society, pleasing to God and His revealed truth
 - pray for God to sustain our nation during these times when Satan is storming against it
 - cry out to God so he will raise up just and righteous candidates to be elected in 2020
 - ask God to reveal truth and expose lies during the various elections in 2020
 - express any other things that are on your heart about our nation now
All the prayer guides are posted at www.prayforusa.org along with related materials.
Take a look, post a comment, and tell others who might want to pray for our country!

