Prayer Time for God to Direct and Bless Our Nation – June 13, 2010
This is to ask God to direct and bless the United States of America; it isn’t to take sides in policy or politics.

Thoughts about National Pride and the US of A  –
Questions regarding national pride: 
Is it a good thing to be a patriot in regard to our nation?
If so, how much is enough and when would we have too much?
If not, would we ever defend ourselves or even have confidence in our government?
How do we find the range of healthy patriotism?
How is patriotism different from national pride?
Does the Bible have anything to say about this?
In 1 Sam 17 is David being a patriot (v 26, 36, 45-47)?

Praise God for His loving and faithful ways, and ask for God’s direction for us, for our government, and for specific leaders, and that we will not forget God’s protection:
Jer 1:4-5,10;  (the Lord has total power over the nations) Prayer time to:
 - praise our loving God who establishes all the nations and sets their course
 - thank Him for hearing our forefathers and making our nation successful
 - seek transformation so that we can be a righteous nation, pleasing to God
 - ask for the Holy Spirit to awaken and revive our nation, convicting and protecting it

Heb 11:6, 32-33 (mighty men who by faith in God conquered kingdoms)  Prayer time to:
 - ask God to increase our faith so that we see His might and rely upon Him
 - seek strength to live our lives obedient to God rather than any conventional wisdom
 - request that our local, state and federal government leaders (legislative, executive and judicial branches) will obey God, too, properly loving good and standing against sin

Isa 2:6-22 (v11-12,17,22) (the effect of pride in what a nation has) Prayer time to reflect on pride, humility, and the proper times and places:
 - seek help to remember God’s great strengths and man’s weaknesses
 - find application in our own personal life, and our family, church, school and workplace
 - search for how we can influence our government for good
 - ask God to guide the USA in matters of international affairs
 - in regard to the proper role of government in balance with the role of God
 - ask that God will lead our nation to obey Him on sanctity of human life, marriage, and other issues foundational to a just and healthy society, pleasing to God
 - that God will prompt us to come humbly before Him, and give Him all glory, praise and honor
