Prayer Time for God to Direct and Bless Our Nation – May 20, 2012
This is to ask God to direct and bless the United States of America; it isn’t to take sides in policy or politics.

Thoughts about SONGS, GOD and current events in the USA (part 4) –
Songs have been written through the years about the unique features in our nation (e.g. liberty & freedom, obtained by patriot’s blood and God’s providence) and then-current events such as a centennial celebration (v5) or the struggle to end slavery (v6-9).  Here are some of the words to “My Country, ‘tis of Thee” written by Samuel Smith in 1831 and published in 1832 to the tune of “God Save The Queen”.



1. My country, 'tis of thee, 

Sweet land of liberty, 

Of thee I sing; 

Land where my fathers died, 

Land of the pilgrims' pride, 

From ev'ry mountainside 

Let freedom ring! 

2 

My native country, thee, 

Land of the noble free, 

Thy name I love; 

I love thy rocks and rills, 

Thy woods and templed hills; 

My heart with rapture thrills, 

Like that above. 
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Let music swell the breeze, 

And ring from all the trees 

Sweet freedom's song; 

Let mortal tongues awake; 

Let all that breathe partake; 

Let rocks their silence break,
The sound prolong. 
4. Our fathers' God to Thee, 
Author of liberty, 
To Thee we sing.
Long may our land be bright, 
With freedom's holy light, 
Protect us by Thy might, 
Great God our King. 
Added to celebrate Washington’s centennial
5. Our joyful hearts today, 
Their grateful tribute pay, 
Happy and free, 
After our toils and fears,
After our blood and tears, 
Strong with our hundred years, 
O God, to Thee. 
Additional Abolitionist verses, 1843
6. My country, 'tis of thee, 
Stronghold of slavery, of thee I sing; Land where my fathers died, 
Where men man’s rights deride, 
From every mountainside thy deeds shall ring! 


7. My native country, thee, 
Where all men are born free, 
if white’s their skin; 
I love thy hills and dales, 
Thy mounts and pleasant vales; 
But hate thy negro sales, as foulest sin. 

8. Let wailing swell the breeze, 

And ring from all the trees the black man’s wrong; 

Let every tongue awake; 

Let bond and free partake; 

Let rocks their silence break, the sound prolong. 

9. Our father’s God! to thee, 

Author of Liberty, 
to thee we sing; 

Soon may our land be bright, 

With holy freedom’s right, 

Protect us by thy might, 
Great God, our King.

Where do you find connections between God and the USA in this powerful song?

Praise our father’s God, the “Great God, our King”! Thank Him for our “sweet land of liberty”. May He keep our land bright “with freedom’s holy light” & “protect us by Thy might”.

1 Pet 2:13-17; Gal 5:13; James 1:25 (God sets us free to do good, not to do evil; governments are from God to punish evildoers and praise the righteous; God has written the perfect law of liberty)  
Prayer time to:
 - reflect on how our nation has trusted in God and has been delivered for so many decades
 - praise our God who establishes governments and protects nations who truly trust in Him
 - seek strength to live our lives obedient to God rather than any directions from man
 - plead for right attitudes in our homes, workplaces, schools, and government units
 - seek guidance for all the courts, that they will make just decisions that will please God
 - ask that God will lead our nation to obey Him on sanctity of human life, marriage, and other issues foundational to a just and healthy society, pleasing to God and His revealed truth
 - cry out to God so he will raise up honorable candidates to be elected in 2012
 - plead for God to pour out His Holy Spirit upon our land, and that its transforming power will not only bring many to eternal salvation, but that it will also transform our nation for good
All the prayer guides are posted at www.prayforusa.org along with related materials.
Take a look, post a comment, and tell others who might want to pray for our country!


