Prayer Time for God to Direct and Bless Our Nation – May 17, 2015
This is to ask God to direct, protect and bless the US of A; to pray that we will follow the truth and reality of God.

Thoughts about LEADERS and GOD in the USA (part 19) –
Leaders are very important as their choices have great influence on the lives of all of us, the followers. Leaders have free will, just like everyone else, but their position amplifies the impact of their choices. Great leaders are exalted by God and then point their followers to God.
Joshua was the next great leader after Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph and Moses. What do great leaders do when they experience a defeat? Joshua saw God deliver a great victory at powerful Jericho, then turned right around and experienced a humiliating defeat at lowly Ai. What did Joshua do? He gathered his team of leaders and humbly led them in seeking God, who revealed to them that sin (in this case, disobedience to God’s clear instructions, theft/greed, and lying) among the people interrupted their relationship with God so He was no longer able to fight for them and give them success. Joshua and the rest of the people followed God’s instructions on how to deal with the sin and repair their relationship with God. They learned to be humble and obedient! 
What would have happened if Joshua would have said: “We didn’t have the right strategy, or enough soldiers today, so we’ll double down and go again tomorrow”? We know that God would not have allowed them to succeed (7:12) or shown up to do wondrous things while sin was allowed continue unpunished. How blessed is the nation led by someone who knows God’s voice, will humbly go to God to find the reason for a defeat, act faithfully to deal with sin, and will restore the relationship with God.
Wouldn’t it be wonderful if our leaders would faithfully follow God’s principles today, give all the credit to God, root out our sins, and restore our relationship with God? That’s something to pray for!!

Praise God because He has invited us to pray for our leaders; Ask that our nation will have leaders who hear God, lead us to obey God’s instructions, and who will not tolerate sin.
Josh 7:4-7 (v1-9 for context); 7:10-13 (v10-26 for context); 1 Tim 2:1-3 (Joshua was a leader who faced defeat and responded with humility, conviction and obedience before God; Paul says to pray for our leaders and those in authority over us)  Prayer time to:
 - praise our God for showing us how to please God through the example of Joshua
 - pray that God will give us leaders who know Him and who will courageously, but humbly, stand on what God wants, pointing us to God instead of taking credit themselves
 - cry out for the Holy Spirit to be poured out on our people, drawing millions of us to God
 - pray for the President, that he will invite God to speak to him and will humbly obey God
 - seek guidance for the Supreme Court to make just decisions based on God’s revealed truth
 - pray that leaders in Congress will make laws that please God, based on His principles
 - ask that governors and state legislatures will lead us to love and obey God
 - pray that judges at all levels will pray and make decisions guided by God’s truth and justice
 - ask God to test our leaders, and that they will show courage to follow His principles
 - cry out to God so he will raise up Godly and courageous candidates to be elected in 2016
 - pray that God will now be developing courageous leaders for future generations
 - ask God to remove all leaders who love Satan and who are leading us towards evil
 - pray that our leaders will humbly seek God as they decide how to deal with the many violent and difficult situations happening around the world, so that the USA will be available for God to use in bringing truth, salvation, freedom, hope, aid and peace to many people
All the prayer guides are posted at www.prayforusa.org along with related materials.
Take a look, post a comment, and tell others who might want to pray for our country!

