Prayer Time for God to Direct and Bless Our Nation – Apr. 24, 2016
This is to ask God to direct, protect and bless the US of A; to pray that we will follow the truth and reality of God.

Thoughts about TEXAS and OKLAHOMA, GOD and current events –
The Billy Graham Evangelistic Association is doing the Decision America Tour 2016, where they plan to pray in each state. Texas will be on 4.26 & Oklahoma will be on 4.27. “Texas facts: a) fewer than half of the state’s professing Christians report being absolutely committed to their faith, b) Texas has nearly 20% of the nation’s fastest-growing churches – the most of any state, and c) It’s among the Top 5 states in the U.S. for teen pregnancy.”
“In 2013, San Antonio pastor Steve Branson met with other clergy to discuss a proposed city ordinance that would create far-reaching protections for LGBT people but raise potential free-speech problems for Christians. Branson used the ordinance in a sermon as an example of how our culture was becoming increasingly hostile to God. The service was streamed online, and soon Branson was in the spotlight, on record against the ordinance. It made national news, and Branson-dubbed “the anti-gay pastor of San Antonio”-received death threats. “I was just doing my job,” he said. “Speaking up in the public square for truth is about humility…[counting] others more important than myself. If they are more important to you than yourself, you are going to stand for truth no matter what happens to you.” Although the ordinance passed, the efforts of local Christians like Branson helped secure a key concession-and protection for religious freedom.”
“Oklahoma facts: a) Nearly 9 in 10 Oklahomans reported praying to God in the last week, b) the state has the 2nd highest incarceration rate in the U.S., c) 16% of practicing Christians are not registered to vote, and d) Nearly 1 in 10 Oklahomans reported using illegal drugs in the last month.”
“Mary Fallin was elected Oklahoma’s first female governor in 2010 and won a second term in 2014. Since then she has worked to defend and protect religious freedom in the Sooner State. In May 2015, Fallin signed a bill protecting clergy from being forced to perform same-sex marriage ceremonies. Two months later, she fought unsuccessfully to keep a privately funded Ten Commandments monument on state capitol grounds after a court ruled that it should be removed. “The most important thing about me is I love God,” Fallin told a packed arena at the Oklahoma City Good News Festival with Franklin Graham in August 2015. “I’m a Christian. And I’m not scared to say I am.” Fallin quoted 2 Chronicles 7:14 and then said, “The greatest thing we can do for our nation is humble ourselves, seek His face, ask for His forgiveness, and pray and know that He will heal our land,” she said.”
Pray that Christians across Texas [and the nation] would stand up for God’s truth, no matter the costs, and that churches there would faithfully proclaim the Gospel and see God move in powerful ways, Pray that Oklahomans [and Christians all across the nation] will stand boldly on the Gospel of Jesus Christ, not be intimidated by those who seek to abolish the Christian faith from public life, and that elected officials will lead with godly wisdom” (Source: Decision America Tour 2016, Prayer Journal, pages 40 & 42)

Praise God for His perfect love & that the gospel of Jesus will continue to attract sinners for salvation and a changed life; ask for the Holy Spirit to empower us to stand strong against evil
Col 2:6-7; 2 Tim 1:7; Acts 10:34-35; (walk in Jesus as we have been taught through the Bible; God has given us a spirit of power, love, and a sound mind (not of fear); be the one that fears Him and does what is right and acceptable to Him) Prayer time to:
 - praise our God who watches all the states/nations and who saves those who turn to Him
 - thank Him for sending Jesus to save believers from the hopelessness & destruction of sin 
 - ask God to raise up political leaders who claim their rights of expressing their belief in Jesus
 - request that pastors and churches will work together with unity in Christ and His truth
 - thank God for those in our land who are proclaiming His truth, and for His glory

 - entreat God to raise up faithful prayer warriors for every righteous ministry in the nation
 - ask for courage to live our lives obedient to God rather than any directions from man
 - cry out to God so he will raise up just and righteous candidates to be elected in 2016
 - pray for whatever else God is placing on your heart for our nation

All the prayer guides are posted at www.prayforusa.org along with related materials.
Take a look, post a comment, and tell others who might want to pray for our country!

