Prayer Time for God to Direct and Bless Our Country – Apr 20, 2014
This is to ask for God’s direction and blessings upon our country; it isn’t to take sides in policy or politics.

Thoughts about GOOD and  EVIL  and EASTER in the USA (part 7) –
Romans 13 begins with one of the longest segments in the New Testament that teaches Christians about their governing authorities. This continues the logical development of two major themes from ch 12: (a) good versus evil (12:2, 9b, 17, 21) and (b) how people should treat each other (12:3-9a, 10, 13-20).
The role of government is relevant to both of these themes, as are the other two topics immediately following in ch 13. Let’s explore how the third of these three topics relate to our thinking & our nation:
(1) The role of governing authorities and our proper relationship with them as Christian citizens (v 1-7),

(2) “Love your neighbor as yourself” as our standard for living as law-abiding citizens (v 8-10), and

(3) Choose good behaviors and reject evil ones (“Let us behave properly…”) (v 11-14).  
Around the crucifixion and resurrection of Jesus the battle between good and evil raged like never before. The battle was very intense and personal for the disciples of Jesus; how could they trust Him now that he was dead? They had found so many things to be just as He had told them (Lk 19:32; 22:13; 24:6, 44-45) but could they believe that He would rise again from the dead? Easter represents the ultimate victory of good over evil, destroying the power of death and the grave. They had choices to make, and we have our choices. It is our prayer that as individuals we will choose what is good, and that our nation will choose good behaviors and reject evil ones. Of course, Satan is constantly presenting a wide variety of evils dressed up to look good so that we may be fooled into choosing the evil instead of the good. We must rely on God’s Word to teach us what is really good, and may we believe the truth He has told us.
Praise God that He has conquered evil and death for us; Ask that God’s Holy Spirit will inform and transform us; Ask for God to direct our leaders so they will choose what is truly good
Lk 19:32; 22:13; 24:6, 44-45; Rom 13:11-14 (Goodness is from God; the power to choose rightly  between good and evil comes from God; God is faithful and true so we can believe what He has told us, just as the disciples always found it to be just as Jesus told them) Prayer time to:
 - praise our awesome God, who has shown us the difference between good and evil
 - seek transformation so that we have a strong hunger and thirst for what is good and right
 - verbalize to God our individual, and national, need for His continuing power to be in us
 - seek God’s unfailing love and a restored national hope in Him, rejecting evil & choosing good
 - ask God to increase our faith so that we see His love and please Him by loving our neighbors
 - request that our government leaders (legislative, executive and judicial branches) will choose to obey God’s commands, as many of them claim to be Christians, and to choose the good
 - ask God to bind the people of our country together in His lovingkindness
 - seek how we can influence our government to reject Satan’s counterfeits and choose the best
 - ask God to reveal the proper role of the USA in world affairs, promoting what is truly good
 - request that God will show our leaders the proper role of government in balance with the role of God, and in balance with healthy individual responsibility, rejecting the evil options
 - ask that God will lead our nation to obey Him on sanctity of human life and marriage issues
 - make Christian officials bold before men and humble before God as they serve and lead
 - implore God to hear our prayers and bless our land
 - honor those who have laid down their lives for our country and their friends
 - ask God to bring about the election of good leaders at all levels in the 2014 elections
 - what else has God placed on your heart to pray for regarding our nation?
All the prayer guides are posted at www.prayforusa.org along with related materials.
Take a look, post a comment, and tell others who might want to pray for our country!

