Prayer Time for God to Direct and Bless Our Nation – Apr. 17, 2016
This is to ask God to direct, protect and bless the US of A; to pray that we will follow the truth and reality of God.

Thoughts about MISSISSIPPI and ALABAMA, GOD and current events –
The Billy Graham Evangelistic Association is doing the Decision America Tour 2016, where they plan to pray in each state. Mississippi was on 4.13 & Alabama was on 4.14. “Mississippi facts: a) 90% of Mississippi’s nearly 3 million people say they are personally committed to Jesus Christ, b) nearly 1 in 4 people live below the poverty level, the highest in the nation, and c) the state legislature passed a bill in 2014 protecting the religious freedom of residents, in their private lives and in the public marketplace.”
“In July 2014, Mississippi’s Rankin County School District was fined thousands of dollars for allowing a pastor to pray during an awards ceremony. A U.S. District Court warned that the fines would increase to $10,000 for any future violations. The next month, the district school board ordered the Brandon High School marching band not to perform their halftime show because it included the hymn “How Great Thou Art”-even though the song had full administrative support when it was chosen in February. Void of music during halftime of the opening football game of the season, a single member of the crowd began singing the prohibited hymn, One by one, members of the crowd stood and joined in the song, in protest of the court’s and school board’s orders and in support of their students’ right to freely proclaim faith in Jesus Christ..”

“Alabama facts: a) 23% of Alabama’s population have never gone to church or have left the church, b) among self-identified Christians, 31% are not committed or are only moderately committed, and c) 45% pray, read the Bible, and attend church each week.”
“Dr. Mike McLemore serves as the executive director of the Birmingham Baptist Association. More than 10 years ago, he began meeting with around two dozen pastors each month to pray for revival and unity in their city-that people would come to know Jesus Christ. “The only way you’re going to see people change is to have a change of heart,” he said. Over the years, the monthly prayer meetings also started including prayer for local churches, that all denominations would work together. Dr. McLemore saw an answer to these prayers as he served as co-leader for the 2015 Greater Birmingham Festival of Hope with Franklin Graham. More than 250 churches united for the Festival, and hundreds of people gave their lives to Christ. “This can be a catalyst for a lot of things” he said, “and it won’t ever really be over. This could be a great spark in Alabama”.” 
Pray that Christians across Mississippi (and the nation) will continue to stand for God’s truth and their right to proclaim it in every aspect of life, winning many more to Jesus Christ.  Pray for unity in the body of Christ in Alabama (and across the nation) and that we will reach our neighbors with the good news of Jesus Christ. (Source: Decision America Tour 2016, Prayer Journal, pages 36 & 38)

Praise God for His perfect love & that the gospel of Jesus will continue to attract sinners for salvation and a changed life; ask for the Holy Spirit to empower us to stand strong against evil
Prov 28:1; Jas 1:22; Acts 10:34-35; (the righteous are bold; hear and obey God’s word; be the one that fears Him and does what is right and acceptable to Him) Prayer time to:
 - praise our God who watches all the states/nations and who saves those who turn to Him
 - thank Him for sending Jesus to save believers from the hopelessness & destruction of sin 
 - ask God to raise up students to claim their rights of expressing their belief in Jesus
 - request that those churches who have started working together will develop unity in Christ
 - thank God for those in our land who are proclaiming His truth, and for His glory

 - entreat God to raise up faithful prayer warriors for every righteous ministry in the nation
 - pray that the evil on display will cause the unchurched to hunger for God & His righteousness
 - ask for courage to live our lives obedient to God rather than any directions from man
 - ask God to guide the USA in responding to evil in both internal and international events
 - cry out to God so he will raise up just and righteous candidates to be elected in 2016
 - pray for whatever else God is placing on your heart for our nation

All the prayer guides are posted at www.prayforusa.org along with related materials.
Take a look, post a comment, and tell others who might want to pray for our country!

