Prayer Time for God to Direct and Bless Our Nation – Mar 13, 2011
This is to ask God to direct and bless the United States of America; it isn’t to take sides in policy or politics.

Thoughts about “Good Samaritan Day” and the US of A –
Luke 10:25-37 records a story Jesus told that has become known as “The Good Samaritan”. In response to the question: “Teacher, what shall I do to inherit eternal life?” Jesus asks a question which points the lawyer to the first and second commandments in the Jewish law.  The lawyer follows up with another question: “And who is my neighbor?”  Jesus then tells the story to illustrate that we must show mercy to anyone in need, as being our neighbor, ending with “Go and do likewise.”   March 13 is “Good Samaritan Day”, so it is an opportune time to reflect on how to apply this teaching to our lives as individuals, and in our families, churches, schools, workplaces, communities, states, nation, and between nations.

How can we apply this teaching of Jesus so that God will continue His blessings of love and protection upon us, and so that our country will be a beacon of God’s salvation and mercy in the whole world?

Praise God and ask that the Holy Spirit will Awaken and Transform us to be merciful; ask for God’s direction for us, for Our Government, and for Specific Leaders
Duet 6:4-5; Lev 19:18 (praise our Lord and obey in service)  Prayer time to:
 - praise our awesome creator God, our Lord, who has revealed His glory to us
 - thank Him for loving us and using our nation in missions of mercy around the globe
 - seek transformation so that we can be pleasing to God, serving Him by serving others

Lk 10:25-37 (The parable of the good Samaritan – a cross-cultural neighbor)  Prayer time to:
 - seek strength to live our lives being obedient to God’s commands, to His delight
 - request that our local, state and federal government leaders (legislative, executive and judicial branches) will obey God, too
 - pray that the USA will show true mercy to the oppressed, stand against those who practice tyranny, and bring justice those who insist on being unjust
 - seek wisdom in knowing how to apply the lessons of the good Samaritan:
       - to our own personal lives and the lives of our family
       - to our churches, schools and workplaces
       - to our communities and counties
       - to our states and the nations
 - ask God to bind the people of our country together in His mercy
 - seek how we can influence our government for good
 - ask God to reveal the proper role of the USA in world affairs
 - request that God will show our leaders the proper role of government in balance with the role of God, especially as decisions are made to reduce government spending at all levels
 - ask that God will lead our nation to obey Him on sanctity of human life and marriage issues
 - make Christian officials bold and humble before God as they serve and lead
 - implore God to hear our prayers and bless our land
 - honor those who have laid down their lives for our country and their friends
 - provide comfort to those affected by social upheaval and natural disasters around the world
 - request God to empower Christians everywhere to share the gospel of Jesus
