Prayer Time for God to Direct and Bless Our Nation – Feb 2, 2020
This is to ask God to direct, protect and bless the US of A; to pray that we will follow the truth and reality of God.

TRUTH vs. LIES/DECEIT in the US of A (part 4) – politics and politicians
Although the topic of ‘truth’ is a major theme throughout the Bible, in John 8:31-47 Jesus engages some Jews in a lengthy discussion which reveals the respective sources of truth and lies, their importance, and their impact on people. This is as applicable and important today as it was in Bible times. Part 1 of this series included definitions of ‘truth’ and ‘lie’ (see the prayer guide for Jan 5, 2020, for the definitions – or do you have your own definitions?). 
Now some thoughts concerning truth vs. lies while considering politics and politicians – 
Politics in its broadest sense is merely the way that people interact in groups. A common meaning that is narrower is how governments make laws and regulations, how they are implemented, and how those are enforced. The narrower definition is the one we are using in this prayer guide.

Politicians are people who hold or seek offices in government, especially in the legislative and executive functions.
Believe it or not, it is widely known that politicians lie. A Google search for ‘lying politicians’ shows 30,100,000 results in 0.56 seconds. Article headlines include: “How to Address the Epidemic of Lies in Politics”, “Lying Politicians Are Killing Our Democracies”, “Why Facebook \can’t stop politicians from lying”, “Lying and politics: a brief primer”, “The truth is we must do something about lying politicians”, etc. Obviously, the problem is widely known, so why hasn’t it been resolved already? From John 8 we learn that Satan is the father of lies, so as long as he is active on this earth, we will have lies to fight against. But God is the source of truth, and, in His lovingkindness, He makes the truth we need available to those who will diligently seek it. 
The truth is the antidote to lies. We must be diligent in our quest to discern between lies and truth by first matching what the politicians say against the Word of God, our only source of rock solid and unchanging truth, which will help with the moral and ethical issues and give us a biblical worldview. Then we must look at reality and facts to discern between truth and lies on other issues, and be honest with ourselves so we don’t let our inevitable biases cloud our thinking as we consider all the relevant facts, even those facts and realities that may point to a conclusion different than our preferred or pre-conceived conclusions. Finally, we need to reward the politicians who are trying to be honest and seek to expose and expel those who are persisting in lying. Most often this is done by voting, but there are other means as well. Of course, no person is perfect and without sin, so we are left to make judgements on whether a politician is most often trying to be honest or trying to be deceitful. Pray for God’s wisdom as you seek to discern between truth and lies in politics, and as you evaluate politicians.
Praise God for His truth nature; ask for God’s wisdom as we try to accurately discern between truth and lies; pray that we will consistently embrace God’s truth and reject Satan’s lies
Jn 8:31-47; Josh 4:6-7; Is 38:19; Jn 21:24-25 (Truth as part of God’s nature vs. lying as a defining part of Satan’s nature; regarding history – His story – it’s important to be factual and truthful, and to teach our children how to discern between truth and lies) Prayer time to:
 - praise God for sending His son, Jesus Christ, to give us eternal salvation and freedom from sin
 - ask for understanding of God’s true nature, as being loving, faithful and our source of truth
 - seek truth in every level of politics; support politicians embracing God’s true moral code
 - lift up politicians, asking that they will deal in truth, and work hard to avoid being deceiving 

 - implore God to expose lying politicians so their deceit can be identified and rejected
 - ask that all citizens will have good discernment to distinguish between lies and truth
 - thank God for making clear what is good (truth) and what is evil (lies and deception) 
 - pray earnestly for a third great awakening across our nation, stirred by the Holy Spirit, calling millions of us to repentance and righteousness, that we will accurately discern truth from lies
All the prayer guides are posted at www.prayforusa.org along with related materials.
Take a look, post a comment, and tell others who might want to pray for our country!       

