Prayer Time for God to Direct and Bless Our Country – Feb 17, 2019
This is to ask God to direct, protect and bless the US of A; to pray that we will follow the truth and reality of God.

Thoughts about GOOD and EVIL in the USA (part 1) –
Romans 13 begins with one of the longest segments in the New Testament that teaches Christians about their governing authorities. Does this topic start a new line of thinking, or does it continue from what was written before? Indeed, it continues the logical development of two of the major themes from chapter 12: (a) good versus evil (12:2, 9b, 17, 21) and (b) how people should treat each other (12:3-9a, 10, 13-20).
The role of government is relevant to both of these themes, as are the other two topics immediately following in ch 13. Let’s explore how these three topics relate to our thinking, our nation, & our times:
(1) The role of governing authorities and our proper relationship with them as Christian citizens (v 1-7),

(2) “Love your neighbor as yourself” as our standard for living as law-abiding citizens (v 8-10), and

(3) Choose good behaviors and reject evil ones (“Let us behave properly…”) (v 11-14).  
First, the role of government is not separate from the rest of God’s order for mankind. Rather, it is an integral part of God’s plan for dealing with the eternal battle between good and evil, and He intends that the governing authorities will reward good behavior and punish evil behavior (v 3-4). This is perhaps the most fundamental definition of the term “civilization” since good people tend to be civil and evil people tend to be the opposite; civil people build and respect others while evil people tear down and destroy. 
As detailed in other prayer guides on “Leadership”, leaders have free will, just like everyone else, but their position amplifies the impact of their choices. So, whether leaders win the battle by choosing what is good, or lose the battle by choosing what is evil, their success or failure is amplified in the people they lead. Evil Satan makes sure there are plenty of enticements for the leaders to choose evil; we must actively encourage our leaders to choose the good, and praying for them is an excellent start!!
Praise God that He has shown us what is good and what is evil; and ask that God’s Holy Spirit will awaken and transform us; Ask for God’s direction for us, for Our Government, and for Specific Leaders
Rom 12:2, 9, 17, 21; 13:3-4; Jas 4:7-8 (abhor what is evil and cling to what is good; resist the devil and draw near to God) Prayer time to:
 - praise our awesome God, who has shown us what is truly good and what is truly evil
 - thank Him for a heritage of leaders who tried to reject evil and lead the nation in doing good
 - thank Him for loving us and making our nation great, even though we are never perfect
 - confess the sins of our nation; our country has, and is, turning from God’s truths, so Lord, send your Holy Spirit to transform it to reflect your likeness and turn us away from evil
 - seek strength to live our lives being obedient to God’s commands and claim our future
 - request that our government leaders (legislative, executive and judicial branches) will choose to be obedient to God’s commands, as many of them claim to be Christians
 - seek how we can influence our government for good
 - ask God to reveal the proper role of the USA in world affairs
 - request that God will show our leaders the proper role of government in balance with the role of God, and in balance with healthy individual responsibility
 - make Christian officials bold before men and humble before God as they serve and lead
 - ask God to bring about the election of good leaders at all levels in the 2020 elections
 - what else has God placed on your heart to pray for regarding our nation?
All the prayer guides are posted at www.prayforusa.org along with related materials.
Take a look, post a comment, and tell others who might want to pray for our country!

