Prayer Time for God to Direct and Bless Our Nation – Oct 23, 2011
This is to ask God to direct and bless the United States of America; it isn’t to take sides in policy or politics.

Thoughts about SONGS, GOD and current events in the USA (part 1) –
If a song was written today to be our national anthem, what style of music would it be?  What would the words say? Here are the words to “The Star Spangled Banner” which was adopted as our national anthem on March 3, 1931, about 117 years after it was written by Francis Scott Key on September 14, 1814.



O! say can you see by the dawn’s early light,
What so proudly we hailed at the twilight’s last gleaming,
Whose broad stripes and bright stars through the perilous fight,
O’er the ramparts we watched, were so gallantly streaming?
And the rockets’ red glare, the bombs bursting in air,
Gave proof through the night that our flag was still there;
O! say does that star-spangled banner yet wave,
O’er the land of the free and the home of the brave?

On the shore dimly seen through the mists of the deep,
Where the foe’s haughty host in dread silence reposes,
What is that which the breeze, o’er the towering steep,
As it fitfully blows, half conceals, half discloses?
Now it catches the gleam of the morning’s first beam,
In full glory reflected now shines in the stream:
’Tis the star-spangled banner, O! long may it wave
O’er the land of the free and the home of the brave.
And where is that band who so vauntingly swore
That the havoc of war and the battle’s confusion,
A home and a country, should leave us no more?
Their blood has washed out their foul footsteps’ pollution.
No refuge could save the hireling and slave
From the terror of flight, or the gloom of the grave:
And the star-spangled banner in triumph doth wave,
O’er the land of the free and the home of the brave.

O! thus be it ever, when freemen shall stand
Between their loved home and the war’s desolation.
Blest with vict’ry and peace, may the Heav’n rescued land
Praise the Power that hath made and preserved us a nation!
Then conquer we must, when our cause it is just,
And this be our motto: “In God is our trust;”
And the star-spangled banner in triumph shall wave
O’er the land of the free and the home of the brave.

Where do you find connections between God and the USA in our national anthem?

PRAISE our wonderful God who “hath made and preserved us a nation!” Thank Him for protecting our nation for centuries. Ask Him to show us how to fight against our enemies.

Ps 25:1-2; Dan 6:23; Heb 2:13 (People, and nations, who really do trust in God, are victorious)  
Prayer time to:
 - reflect on how our nation has trusted in God and has been delivered for so many decades
 - praise our God who establishes governments and protects nations who truly trust in Him
 - seek transformation so that we can be a just and honorable nation, pleasing to God
 - seek strength to live our lives obedient to God rather than any directions from man
 - plead for right attitudes in our homes, workplaces, schools, and government units
 - seek guidance for all the courts, that they will make just decisions that will please God
 - seek how we can influence our government for good, with prayer and perseverance
 - ask God to guide the USA to be faithful to Him in domestic and international affairs
 - ask that God will lead our nation to obey Him on sanctity of human life, marriage, and other issues foundational to a just and healthy society, pleasing to God and His revealed truth
 - cry out to God so he will raise up honorable candidates to be elected in 2012
 - pray that our leaders will seek and use God’s wisdom in deciding national finances
 - ask God to sustain our nation during these times when Satan is storming against it
 - plead for God to pour out His Holy Spirit upon our land, and that its transforming power will not only bring many to eternal salvation, but that it will also transform our nation for good
All the prayer guides are posted at www.prayforusa.org along with related materials.
Take a look, post a comment, and tell others who might want to pray for our country!

