Prayer Time for God to Direct and Bless Our Country – Jan 17, 2010
This is to ask for God’s direction and blessings upon our country; it isn’t to take sides in policy or politics.
National Religious Freedom Day - January 16

National Religious Freedom Day commemorates the Virginia General Assembly’s adoption of Thomas Jefferson’s landmark Virginia Statute for Religious Freedom on January 16, 1786. Jefferson drafted the legislation and considered it one of his greatest achievements. It protected the civil rights of people to express their religious beliefs without suffering discrimination.  It led to freedom of religion for all Americans as protected in the religion clause in the U.S. Constitution’s First Amendment.  The theme for Religious Freedom Sunday is from the Bible verse quoted on the Liberty Bell—“Proclaim liberty throughout the land” (Leviticus 25:10). 
Praise God and ask for Transformation

2 Cor 3:17-18  Prayer time to:
 - praise the almighty God who gives us His Holy Spirit, and who gives freedom
 - verbalize to God our individual need for transformation to reflect His glory
 - confess the sins of our nation; our country has, and is, turning from God’s truths, so Lord, send your Holy Spirit to transform it to reflect your likeness
Gen 18:14a - Prayer time to express in faith that nothing is too hard for God
Ask for God’s direction for us, for Our Government in general, and for Specific Leaders

Gal 5:1,13  Prayer time to:
 - ask God to show us how to stand firm in the freedom Christ has given us
 - seek strength to use our freedom to serve one another in love, to God’s glory
John 8:32,36  Prayer time to:
 - acknowledge God’s revealed truth, and thank Him for setting us free by that truth
 - implore God to restore our government’s respect and protection of our religious freedom
Heb 12:2-3  Prayer time to:
 - consider how we can stand on the shoulders of our forefathers who stood against sinful men
 - find strength so we will not grow weary and lose heart 
Jas 1:25  Prayer time to:
 - ask for motivation to look intently into God’s perfect law that gives freedom
 - commit to doing what God commands in His perfect law
 - request that our government leaders (legislative, executive and judicial branches) will, too
1 Pet 2:16-17  Prayer time to:
 - seek how we can use our freedom for good
 - ask God to reveal the proper role of the USA in world affairs
 - ask that our nation will find the proper role of government in balance with the role of God
 - ask that God will lead our nation to obey Him on sanctity of human life and marriage issues
 - ask God’s blessings and strength upon Christian officials who are engaged, and that others would engage
 - implore God to hear our prayers and bless our land
