Prayer Time for God to Direct and Bless Our Nation – Jan 12, 2020
This is to ask God to direct, protect and bless the US of A; to pray that we will follow the truth and reality of God.

TRUTH vs. LIES/DECEIT in the US of A (part 2) – the media
Although the topic of ‘truth’ is a major theme throughout the Bible, in John 8:31-47 Jesus engages some Jews in a lengthy discussion which reveals the respective sources of truth and lies, their importance, and their impact on people. This is as applicable and important today as it was in Bible times. Part 1 of this series included definitions of ‘truth’ and ‘lie’ (see the prayer guide for 1.5.2020 for the definitions). 
Now some thoughts concerning truth vs. lies in ‘the media’, ‘the press’, and ‘journalism’.
‘Media bias’ is real: a Google search shows about 210,000,000 results in 0.4 seconds. A website* listing biased media sources shows 227 right-biased and 327 left-biased sources to the point of “sometimes being untrustworthy”. Many of the most widely-known media brands are included on these “sometimes being untrustworthy” lists.

In a real sense, we all have biases, just like we all have a history. Our biases are shaped by, and are a product of, our history. The question becomes whether the media biases simply reflect their composite history and editorial policies, which are unavoidable, or is there an intentional effort to deceive, and therefore manipulate, their audiences? Do the facts, as presented, equip their audience to reach a conclusion that is true, or lead them to a conclusion that is false? Are our media sources dealing in the truth or in lies? 
Application to the US of A: We are a nation built on the notion of freedom. We know the truth sets us free (Jn 8:32). Then what do lies do to us? Satan is the father of lies, and his goal for us isn’t freedom, but death, destruction, misery, etc. We have the daily challenge of discerning between truth and lies; this is not new or unique to our generation, but it sure seems that over recent years there have been many formerly truthful sources of information, as well as new sources, that have abandoned even the appearance of being truthful and are putting forth lies almost continually. On so many topics there are competing statements which all claim to be true, but which are proven to be false when compared to facts, reality and reliable evidence. This is happening in all areas such as religion, politics (and almost everything has become politicized), culture, education, history, philosophy, economic systems, health care, journalism, etc. This series will guide us to pray for truth and against lies in regard to some of these topics.

Praise God for His truth nature; ask for God’s wisdom as we try to accurately discern between truth and lies; pray that we will consistently embrace God’s truth and reject Satan’s lies
Gen 15:6; Jn 8:31-47 (Truth as part of God’s nature vs. lying as a defining part of Satan’s nature; our actions arise from what we believe, so it’s important to discern between truth and lies) Prayer time to:
 - praise God for sending His son, Jesus Christ, to give us eternal salvation and freedom from sin
 - ask for understanding of God’s true nature, as being holy, just, loving, righteous and perfect
 - thank God for inviting us to confidently come before Him with our prayers and needs
 - lift up media sources so they will deal in truth, and work hard to avoid being deceiving
 - ask that media audiences will have good discernment to distinguish between lies and truth
 - thank God for making clear what is good (truth) and what is evil (lies and deception) 
 - pray earnestly for a revival among Christians, stirred by the Holy Spirit living within us, calling us to repentance and righteousness as we accurately discern truth from lies
 - cry out for a great awakening in our nation & for the Holy Spirit to be active across our land
 - beg God to open our eyes, so we will demand & embrace truth, and renounce & reject lies
 - pray that God will turn the hearts and minds of unbelieving Americans to faith in Jesus,  and to accept His gifts, being transformed into believing people who reject their former sins
 - pray that those in persecution will persevere and not deny or renounce Jesus
 - seek to know Satan’s true nature, deceiving us to misery, destruction and eternal death
All the prayer guides are posted at www.prayforusa.org along with related materials.
Take a look, post a comment, and tell others who might want to pray for our country!       *Website: Media Bias/Fact Check accessed 1.11.2020

